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Earth Day 


Week-long celebration culminates on library green 


Photo aK Kristen Hartwell 


ting flower pots on the oe green. 


Eddie’ s, an open 





planning these events. 

This year’s Earth Week i is sponsored by 
clubs like the Science Club, Common Ground, 
the Ski and Snowboard Club, the Student 
Global AIDS oe and ee, Kerns 


By Kate Kozlowski 
News Editor 


On Monday, April 16, a lone gunman killed 
32 people and injured 29 more at Virginia Tech 
in Blacksburg, Va. 

Cho Seung-Hui, a 23-year-old South Korean 
native was the shooter. Cho was a senior English 
major at Virginia Tech. He killed himself after 
police arrived, ending the massacre. 

Members of the Virginia Tech community 
are still stunned with tremendous grief, 10 days 
later. 

“Tt’s still extremely sad,” Virginia Tech ju- 
nior Andrew Fulton said. “It’s basically the most 
horrific thing that can happen.” 

40,000 members of the Virginia Tech com- 
munity attended a vigil on Tuesday, April 17 to 
honor the victims of the tragedy, Fulton said. 

“T am very proud of the manner in which our 
faculty, staff, and students have united this week 


sag Senior Green-Up Tender: Jennifer ieius . 
said the club devoted most of the Semester to 


Asa coordinator for the event, Kerns said 


_ she was excited about the poenitade of Earth 


Week this year. © 
“All of my expectations have been 
blown,” she said. “I Ee not — it getting 


this big.” 


President Marc sa ieeeg den said it’s 
important for St. Michael’s to get involved 
with saving the environent as a long-term 
goal. 

- “We need to have a generation that’s will- 
ing to spend its time to resolve this crisis,” he 
‘said. 


See EARTH DAY, Page 5 





‘We will prevail’ 


Virginia Tech tries to rebuild after deadly shooting 


as a family” Virginia Tech president Charles Ste- 
ger wrote on the school’s Web site. “We have 
demonstrated that we are not going to allow the 
tragic events of this last week to divide or define 
us. We will prevail...We are Hokies!” 

“We’re really united,” Fulton said. “Every- 
one is looking out for each other, making sure 
everyone is OK emotionally. We’re just trying 
to get things back to normal.” 

At 7:15 a.m., Virginia Tech police responded 
to a 911 call at West Ambler Johnston Hall, a res- 
idential building. Police discovered two gunshot 
victims, a man and a woman, according to the 
Virginia Tech Web site. 

At 9:45 a.m., Virginia Tech police responded 
to another 911 call in Norris Hall, an academic 
engineering building on Virginia Tech campus. 
Authorities arrived shortly after and discovered 
the front door had been barricaded. 


See VIRGINIA TECH, Page 4 - 
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Townhouses 


burglarized 


Houses report 
property stolen 


By Meredith Falzone 
Staff Writer 


In the early morning of April 13, bur- 
glars entered three unlocked townhouse 
doors in the latest of a series of campus 
break-ins. 

Between the hours of 1:30 a.m. and 
6:00 a.m. on Friday, April 13, townhouses 
102, 213 and 303 were robbed of “flat panel 
television, an iPod, laptop computers and 
DVDs,” Peter Soons, director of Safety and 
Security wrote in an e-mail to the college 
Wednesday April 18. 

Resident of townhouse 102, Jessi Eiras, 
said her laptop was taken from the kitchen 
table. With her computer gone, Eiras has lost 
her senior thesis. 

“T have hardcopy drafts,” she said. “I 
guess I’m going to have to retype it.” 

Eiras realized her computer was miss- 
ing after she received a text message around 
10 a.m. from her roommate, senior Sheila 
Regan, who was looking for Eiras’s com- 
puter at 6:00 a.m. 

Detective Michael Fish from the Col- 
chester Police Department was unsure why 
the St. Michael’s campus was targeted but 
said he thinks it is many students do not lock 
their doors. 

“In the 20 years that I have worked 
here it is very rare that students lock their 
door,” Fish said. With so many people, and 
the campus being such a small area Fish said 
that everything is a vulnerable. 

“Cars are a target too,” he said. “If peo- 
ple leave valuables visible they are truly in- 
viting someone in.” 

’ Soons agreed with Fish that students 
need to keep valuables out of sight. “Lock- 
ing doors is a big one,” Soons said. “It was 
the common element in this case.” 

Eiras said that she and her housemates 
do not usually lock their door. 

Eiras said she had heard of break-ins 
happening on campus but never thought that 
it would happen to her. 

“It’s weird being in a house that some- 
one has broken into,” Eiras said. “I feel vio- 
lated.” 

After Eiras received the text message, 
she called Security. When they arrived they 
took down information necessary to the case 
and called Colchester Police. Along with Ei- 
ras’s laptop from townhouse 102, two school 
bags and 50-75 DVDs were stolen. All of the 
items were stolen from the living area that is 
in plain view from outside Eiras said. 

Nobody knows exactly when the items 
were stolen but Eiras said that Regan was 
last to go to bed at around 1:30 a.m. and then 
got up around 6:00 a.m. 

Due to the fact that the townhouses 
are so close together it is not uncommon to 
hear doors opening and closing and people 
outside, Eiras said. “If I heard something I 
wouldn’t have thought twice.” 

According to news reports, some of 
the stolen items were recovered in a nearby 
neighborhood. 
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Excerpts from April 16-22, 2007, Security reports, 
courtesy of St. Michael’s College Office of Safety and Security 


SECURITY LOG 


Monday, Aprili6 


2:40 a.m. Medical assist, Pontigny Hall 
8:55 a.m. Towed vehicle, Ryan Hall 
7:22 p.m. Unlawful entry, Linnehan Hall 


Saturday, April 21 


11:42 a.m. Lost property, Campus RD 
11:36 p.m. 911 Hang up, Founders Hall 


Thursday, April 19 


8:21 a.m. Towed vehicle, Ryan Hall 
9:32 a.m. Towed vehicle, Zone B 
10:48 p.m. Medical assist, South Campus 


Sunday, April 22 


1:00 a.m. Fight, TH 300 

1:05 a.m. Drunkenness, Ryan Hall 
1:56 a.m. Drunkenness, Alumni Hall 
2:15 a.m. Drunkenness, Alumni Hall 
2:15 a.m. Drunkenness, Alliot Hall 
3:32 a.m. 911 Hang up, Hamel Hall 
3:57 a.m. Suspicious person, Ryan Hall 
1:32 p.m. Vandalism, Sutton Hall 

5:30 p.m. Suspicious person, TH 200 


Tuesday, April 17 


Friday, April 20 


12:08 a.m. 911 Hang up, Pontigny Hall 
12:14 a.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 

3:30 a.m. Towed vehicle, Zone A 

5:49 a.m. Power outage, North Campus 


2:20 a.m. Parking complaint, Canterbury Hall 
12:58 p.m. Odor complaint, Ryan Hall 

2:18 p.m. Suspicious person, TH 100 

6:26 p.m. Suspicious person, Ethan Allen Apts. 
11:57 p.m. Suspicious person, McCarthy 


Wednesday, April 18 


7:26 a.m. Suspicious person, Hoehl Center 
12:13 a.m. Burglary, TH 300 

8:03 a.m. Burglary, TH 200 

10:19 a.m. Burglary, TH 100 


~ 


4:31 p.m. Noise complaint, Joyce Hall 
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VanderHeyden leaves his legacy 


Resigning president recalls the enjoynment of his years at St. Michael’s 


: y By Juli Bongiorno vidually they are unprecedented, 

Executive Editor Staff Writer the fact that they are all occurring 
Nick Martin speaks to the fact that the value 
As Marc’ vanderHeyden of the education that occurs here 
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prepares to leave after 10 years 
serving as the president of St. 
Michael’s, he reflects on his role 
as president and his experience on 
this campus. 

“When you are in an admin- 
istrative position, you have the 
opportunity to, in the course of 
one day, run into guys doing stem 
cell research, guys writing the 
latest novel, and people who are 
teaching something in art history, 
and are excelling in that,” he said. 
“That’s all within one day. People 
in the rest of the world would have 
to take a lifetime before they meet 
what I can meet in one week.” 

The Belgium native came 
to St. Michael’s in 1996, already 
with a rich background in both 
academia and college adminis- 
tration. He came ready to boost 
St. Michael’s academic reputa- 
tion, reconnect the school with its 
historical roots, and reinforce the 
importance of a liberal arts edu- 
cation, he said. 

The academic reputation of 
the college has been strengthened 
greatly, said Lisa Powlison, as- 
sistant to the president. Working 
here for the last six and a half 
years, she has seen greater exter- 
nal recognition of both students 
and faculty, she said. The school 
now has a Phi Beta Kappa chap- 
ter, a recent Rhodes Scholar, a 
Pickering Fellow, and a professor 
was recently awarded a Guggen- 
heim Fellowship. 

“These are tremendous na- 
tional honors, and although indi- 


has been improving steadily,” she 
said. 

Despite his achievements 
and his love for St. Michael’s, 
vanderHeyden said he feels it is a 
good time to leave. His role as a 
president will come to a close at 
the end of June. VanderHeyden is 
not leaving because of a feeling 
of restlessness, but a philosophy 
about education and society, he 
said. 

“T believe colleges need to 
change their leadership so that 
they have a fresh voice and face,” 
he said. “The world outside the 
college changes so quickly and to 
bring change inside a college you 
frequently need to bring someone 
in from the outside.” 

VanderHeyden has stayed at 
every institution he has worked at 
for about 10 years, he said. Previ- 
ously he held both teaching and 
administrative positions at Rider 
University, Cedar Crest College, 
and Marist College. 

President vanderHeyden has 
done a great job of connecting 
with the students, said Lauren 
Remmes, the senior class presi- 
dent. She has personally dined 
and associated with the vander- 
Heydens. In addition to attend- 
ing many student events, the 





Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


President Marc vanderHeyden and wife, Dana, pose for a picture at the 
Presidential Gala on Saturday, April 21, in Tarrant Recreational Center. 


are always visible. A college is 
about students. President vander- 
Heyden recognizes that and puts 
them first.” 

The vanderHeyden’s have 
their own special memories with 
the students of St. Michael’s. 


- When Solomon Hall was a resi- 


dential building, a group of stu- 
dents would invite the couple 
over for tea and cookies, Dana 
vanderHeyden said. Other times, 
they would bring cookies over, 
vanderHeyden said. 

“The first batch would be 
burned!” she said. 

That group of students 
formed a relationship with the 
vanderHeydens and in subsequent 
years the couple was invited to 
dinner at the townhouses by the 


president eats with the students in ~S4Me group of students, she said. 


Alliot frequently, as well as host- 
ing dinners at his house. 

“They (Mare and Dana van- 
derHeyden) are very in touch 
with the students,” Remmes said. 
“They are always around, they 


The President said that the inter- 
actions with all the students have 
been a favorite part of his job. 

“We will miss them,” van- 
derHeyden said. “They keep us 
young.” 


Another achievement of 
President vanderHeyden is the 
transformation into a residential 
college, a controversial policy 
for many students. In making St. 
Michael’s residential, vanderHey- 
den hoped to put the school on par 
with other elite universities that 
incorporate living and learning, 
he said. 

“I have visited thousands of 
alumni and heard thousands of 
stories,’ he said. “I can assure 
you that 95 percent of those sto- 
ries find their origin in residential 
life. There are no stories to be told 
by seniors who live in Williston.” 

Dana vanderHeyden agreed 
that living on-campus betters stu- 
dent’s college experiences. 

“There is really a history in 
American higher education, the 
excellence in schools is based on 
the residential concept,” she said. 
“Living together is part of the 
educational feature.” 
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St. Michael’s president goes out with a bang 


Students put on a formal gala to say goodbye to Marc and Dana vanderHeyden 


By Tula Florent 
Staff Writer 


_ President Marc vanderHeyden and his 
wife, Dana, were given tokens of apprecia- 
tion in yellow roses and kisses on the cheek 


_ from the representatives of various student 


organizations at the Good-bye Gala in the 
Tarrant Recreation Center on Saturday, 
April 21. 

Students representing each class and 
many campus organizations, were greeted 
by handshake, hug and kiss from the cou- 
ple during an evening of warm intimacy 
and rousing fun. 

“There’s probably no place in Vermont 
right now where so many beautiful people 
are gathered in one spot,” vanderHeyden 
said in response to the gifts. 

Dana vanderHeyden echoed his senti- 
ments. 

“We're going to miss all of you tre- 
mendously,” she said. “As you know, we 
have no children of our own, but all of you 
are our family.” 

Earlier, the couple danced to “Geor- 
gia on My Mind” by Ray Charles. Other 
couples soon took to the dance floor as 
the honorees beckoned with waves and 
smiles. 

“IT enjoyed seeing the president and 
his wife dance,” senior Tate Shippen said. 
“That was pretty awesome.” 

Senior Michael DeGrandpre is co- 
chair of the Gala Planning Committee. 

“T see so many of my classmates and 
schoolmates having such a good time,” 


__-he said. “That’s really what this event is. 


abou ” 

The company was the best part of the 
gala, vanderHeyden said. 

“T love the fact that everyone’s dressed 
up like this,” he said, looking towards the 
crowded dance floor. 

“It’s a very creative event,” Dana van- 
derHeyden said. “Students used their cre- 
ativity and imagination.” 

More than 400 students were expected 


to turn out for the gala, said sophomore 
Chris Gosselin, Gosselin is the Gala Plan- 
ning Committee member in charge of 
lighting and logistics. Just before the ap- 
preciation program began, the dance floor 
swarmed with bodies. Clusters of people 
gathered to talk near food tables laden with 
carefully arranged trays of sushi, fruit, 
cheese and crackers, desserts and orange 
punch. 

The vanderHeydens received more 
than a dozen yellow roses from campus 
group representatives and a special gift 
from the Gala Planning Committee. Dana 
vanderHeyden held up the gift, which was 
an angel window ornament created by a 
local Vermont artist. Students who came 
to the gdfa were also encouraged to sign a 
guestbook for the vanderHeydens. 

“St. Mike’s won’t understand how 
much we’ll miss them until they’re gone,” 
said Arly Scully, Student Association pres- 
ident. 

Sophomore Julie Griffin-Carty was 
in charge of space and decorations for the 
gala. 

“This (gala) is a chance for us to con- 
nect and say goodbye to two wonderful 
people,” she said. 

The program for the night was kept 
a surprise, said sophomore Gary Levante 
who was in charge of marketing the event. 
The exact date for the event itself was only 
recently finalized, Levante said. 

“We’ve only had little over a month to 
organize this huge event,” Levante said. 

The idea for the Good-bye Gala began 
last semester, said Marilyn Cormier, direc- 
tor of government and community relations 
in the Office of the President. Cormier col- 
laborated with Scully and they eventually 
agreed on a formal dance, Cormier said. 

“The vanderHeydens come from a 


rich European tradition where they enjoy _ 


having a good time,” Scully said. “Just like 
SMC students.” 

“We did a great job of showing our 
thanks with the flowers and gift,’ senior 


Kevin Labresh said. “I hope the President 
and his wife take away some good memo- 
ries from this.” 

The Tarrant Recreation Center was 
filled with tables decorated with tea lights 
and more yellow roses. Lighted trees and 
sheer gold and purple curtains framed the 
space. Despite blowing a fuse two minutes 
before the official start time, preparations 
for the dance went fairly well, DeGrandpre 
said. 

The total cost for the dance exceeded 
the $5,000 allocated for this event, Cormi- 
er said, but the S.A. financed the additional 
costs to keep the event free for everyone 
and to promote high attendance, Scully 
said. 

Extra tables, chairs, the trees, a coat 
rack and even a doorstop had to be rented, 


but the dance floor and stage were conve- 
nient leftovers from a previous event, Grif- 
fin-Carty said. 

The music was played free by St. 
Michael’s radio station, Gosselin said. To- 
wards the beginning of the night, the music 
fell just short of drowning out laughter and 
conversation. As the event attracted more 
students, the music gained more energy 
and volume. : 

It is events like the gala that involve 
students, faculty, staff and the administra- 
tion that vanderHeyden said he will miss 
the most. From his inauguration to tonight, 
there have been many memorable people 
and events, Dana vanderHeyden said. 

“Every day counts for us now,” she 
said. 





Photo by Kristen Hartwell 
Students dance and socialize at the Presidential Gala honoring Marc and Dana vander- 
Heyden on Saturday, April 21. 





Residential worries are reassured 


Student Life verifies there will be enough beds for next year’s students 


By Ali Destrempe 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s students will not be 


placed at the Days Inn across from campus 


due to lack of housing next year, said Sh- 
eryl Fleury, housing coordinator. 

Those students who do not yet have 
a housing assignment should not worry, 
because St. Michael’s may not be able to 
guarantee a townhouse or suite, but can 
guarantee a bed, said Lou DiMasi, director 
of student affairs. 

“This happens every year. People don’t 
see it because it’s different students on the 
list every year,” Fleury said. 

The school is about 50 beds short. 
Fleury said the school has not been ner- 
vous about not having enough beds. 

“No one is reacting to the number, be- 
cause it has been reported that the number 
of unavailable beds have been a lot higher 
in past years,” she said. 

Class sizes are becoming larger and 


housing has been problematic for under- 
classman. Students from the class of 2009 
and 2010 have not been guaranteed the 
housing that most would prefer as a rising 
sophomore or junior. 

“The sophomore class needs to under- 
stand it is a big class,” Fleury said. “Even if 
converting townhouses, we could still fill 
them. Students need to open their minds to 
other options.” 

“When students don’t have a bed, it’s 
a nerve-wracking experience,” said Dave 
Cutler, director of facilities. © 

Fleury said she tries her best to gear 
towards student satisfaction, rather than 
placing them in whatever is available. 

“T try to give them at least some hap- 
piness into where they are living, not just 
give them a bed,” she said. 

St. Michael’s has taken different ap- 


“proaches to solve housing situations and 


to offer student satisfaction. The incom- 
ing first-years have been guaranteed the 
three first-year dormitories located in the 


Quad. Admissions must stay on target for 
accepted students for there to be no further 
housing problenis. 

The biggest housing change is the 
school’s plan to build kitchens in the 400 
townhouses in the summer of 2008. 

“More desirable housing for upper 
class students will be offered,” said Brian 
Lee, assisstant director of residence life. 
When the 400s were built in 1988, the one- 
bedroom downstairs was equipped for the 
installation of kitchens, Cutler said. The 
class of 2009 and future classes will be 
able to choose those houses in room lottery 
their senior year. 

Another way the school tries to solve 
the bed situation is by offering “specialty 
housing,” DiMasi said. These include Am- 
bassador, GREAT and Honors Housing. 
DiMasi said he believes students should 
take up these housing venues and get hous- 
ing they prefer. “They are good options that 
go by the way-side, because students do not 
try to get those venues,” he said. 


Fleury said the Days Inn is the school’s 
very last resort if there is a crunch in hous- 
ing. 

“Tt’s a financial burden to have to rent 
rooms,” she said. 

The Days Inn was used several years 
ago, but not since the suites were built, Lee 
said. Before the suites were constructed, 
St. Michael’s could not guarantee beds to 
students, and some were.asked to live at the 
Inn. 

St. Michael’s is now an all-residential 
campus. Housing questions may not be able 
to be answered at this point in the school 
year, but the housing staff can verify all 
students will have a bed. 

“There are a lot of ‘ifs’ I can’t answer 
until August 26 comes around. A lot of 
things can change with housing, but every- 
one will have a bed,” said Fleury. 
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Timeline: April 16, 2007, Virginia Tech 


7:15 a.m. 


Virginia Tech Police receive a 
911 call and arrive at West Am- 
bler Johnston Residence Hall to 
find two gunshot victims. 


9:01 a.m. 


Cho Seung-Hui sends a pack- 
age to NBC containing videos, 
pictures and a manifesto ex- 
plaining his upcoming violent 
actions. 


9:26 a.m. 


The Virginia Tech administration 


‘e-mails and leaves voice mes- 


sages about the West Ambler 
Johnston shootings. Classes 


~ are not canceled... 


9:45 a.m. 


Virginia Tech Police respond to 
a 911 call at Norris Hall, an aca- 
demic building. They arrive to 
hear gunshots and find the gun- 
man and 32 others dead. 








VIRGINIA TECH: students, staff 
remember victims of shootings 


Community still grieving, but trying to rebuild 


Continued from Page 1 


Once inside, officers reported hearing gun- 
shots. Before officers located the gunman, the 
shots had stopped. The officers discovered Cho, 
who had apparently taken this own life, according 
to the Web site. 

On Wednesday, April 18, NBC News in New 
York-reportedly received-a package believed- to 
have been sent by Cho. The package, which con- 
tained disturbingly graphic images and video of 
Cho with what investigators suspect are the murder 
weapons, was reportedly postmarked at 9:01 a.m., 
in between the two shootings, according to reports 
published by NBC News. 

The images received included Cho pointing 
hand guns at the camera, putting a knife to his 
throat and holding one of the handguns used in the 
murders to his head, according to NBC News. 

In addition to the tapes and photographs in the 
package, Cho included a 1,800 word “manifesto” 
outlining his actions, according to NBC News. 

“You had everything you wanted,” Cho said 
on one of the videos. “Your Mercedes wasn’t 
enough, you brats. Your golden necklaces weren’t 
enough, you snobs. Your trust fund wasn’t enough. 
Your vodka and cognac weren’t enough. All your 
debaucheries weren’t enough. Those weren’t 
enough to fulfill your hedonistic needs. You had 
everything.” 

“You had a hundred billion chances and ways 
to have avoided today,” Cho said. “But you decided 
to spill my blood. You forced me into a corner and 
gave me only one option. The decision was yours. 


~ 


Now you have blood on your hands that will never 
wash off-” 

Items from the package have since been turned 
over to the FBI and the Virginia State Police, ac- 
cording to the Virginia Tech Web site. 

Police recovered a 9 mm handgun and a .22- 
caliber handgun from the crime scene. Results 
from ballistic-tests on evidence from-Norris-and 
West Ambler Halls confirmed that one of the 
weapons was used in both locations. 

Cho had a history of disturbing behavior at 
Virginia Tech. Lucinda. Roy, English department 
chair, had contacted the Virginia Tech Police about 
concerns she had with Cho and his graphicly vio- 
lent writing assignments, according to the Virginia 
Tech Web site. 

On Nov. 27, 2005, a female student reported to 
the Virginia Tech Police that Cho had contacted in 
person and via phone calls. The woman declined 
to press charges, according to the Virginia Tech 
Web site. 

On Dec, 12 of the same year, another female 
complained to the Virginia Tech police about Cho, 
this time that he has instant messaged her accord- 
ing to the Virginia Tech Web site. 

A direct threat was never made in either in- 
stance, according to the Virginia Tech Web site. 

Officers from the Virginia Tech Police Depart- 
ment soon asked Cho to speak with a counselor. 
He did so without incident. He was temporarily 
admitted to a mental health facility, according to 
the Virginia Tech Web site. 







































Could it 
happen here? 


“You never know. You just never know,” director of Security, 
Pete Soons said about the possibility of an incident like that of 
Virginia Tech’s happening on the St. Michael’s campus. 

In response to last week’s massacre at Virginia Tech, an 
emergency action plan will soon be circulated to students and 
faculty, Soons said. 

“We would never say it would never happen here,” Soons 
said. “Can it? Maybe. Will it? I don’t know. This document is 
intended to be distributed to the community to give people some- 
thing to think about. Its intended to help people.” . 

In the-fall of 2006, Soons and other administrators began: 
establishing an “active shooter/ hostile intruder” guideline, in 
the aftermath of the school shooting in Essex in the summer of 
2006. 

“In the wake of this week’s tragedy, we said we really need to 
get going on getting this out,” Soons said. 

The document, which is 75 percent complete, would outline a 
campus notification plan and a police response plan, Soons said. 
First, in this emergency action plan, Colchester police would be 
contacted. St. Michael’s Security would become support for the 
police. Second, using e-mail, the school’s Web site, campus voice - 
mail, and eventually personal cell phones and text messages, 
students would be notified of the events. Classes would be can- 
celled. ; 

“One of the things we’ve learned from this tragedy this week, 
from a notification standpoint, is the importance of cell phones 
and text messaging,” Soons said. “If we can devise a list to hit all 
students’ cell phones, we can get the word out very efficiently.” 

Soons also expressed the need for the members of the school 
community to be vigilant, watching for strange behaviors of — 
peers. 

“Some things can’t be avoided,” Soons said. “But if there’s 
a method, its to pick up on clues and intervene. Its important for 
us as community members to pick out people who might act this 












Remembering the victims 


Ross Abdallah Alameddine 
Brian Roy Bluhm 

Ryan Christopher Clark 
Austin Michelle Cloyd Henry J. Lee 


Matthew Gregory Gwaltney 


Caitlin Millar Hammaren 


Emily Jane Hilscher 


Jarrett Lee Lane 


Matthew Joseph La Porte 


Partahi Mamora Halomoan 
Lumbantoruan 


Juan Ramon Ortiz-Ortiz 
Minal Hiralal Panchal 
Daniel Alejandro Perez 
Erin Nicole Peterson 


Michael Steven Pohle Jr. 


Julia Kathleen Pryde 


Lauren Ashley McCain 


Jeremy Michael Herbstritt 


Mary Karen Read 


Daniel Patrick O’Neil 


Rachael Elizabeth Hill 


Reema Joseph Samaha 


16 April 2007 


By John Lucy 
Waleed Mohamed Shaalan St. Michael’s Student 
Leslie Geraldine Sherman Poets pour out tragic emotions, 
From Yeats to Auden 
Activists outraging in verse, 
Tragedy immortal in prayer, 
A grief never ending 
So hollow men can remember. 


Maxine Shelly Turner 
Nicole White 


Christopher James Bishop 

What masses now are writing? 
Reflecting on a great massacre, 
And the need for loving unity. 
But we’re all amateurs, 

Even the assumed expert poets, 
In capturing VT’s heartache. 


Jocelyne Couture-Nowak 
Kevin P. Granata 


Liviu Librescu 


— 








Who’s 
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the 


next Jennie? 


_ The search for the next director of 


student activities narrows to five 


By Katie Colleran 
Staff Writer 


A search committee is in the pro- 
cess of finding a new director of student 
activities. Jennie Cernosia is retiring af- 
ter 29 years in the position. 

After reviewing resumes and con- 
ducting phone interviews, the commit- 
tee narrowed a pool of 55 candidates 
down to five, said Mike Samara, dean of 
student affairs. 

“The committee had a list of com- 


he said. “They were taking a look at 
each person’s experience, desire for the 
job, and current position.” 

The members of the search commit- 
tee of M.O.V.E. Heidi St. Peter, Director 
for Alumni and Parent Relations Patrick 
Gallivan, Vice President of Human Re- 
sources Michael New, psychology pro- 
fessor Dave Landers, political science 
professor Patricia Siplon, sophomore 
Lora Kelley, sophomore Stephen O’Neil 
and junior Jill Dalfonso. 

The new director will be chosen by 
the second week of May, Samara said. 





mon questions to ask each candidate,” 


Karlea Brunelle-Joiner 


St. Michael’s has always been a part of 
Brunelle-Joiner’s life. She and her brother used to 
come collect bottles and cans on P-Day and then 
cash them in for money, she said. Joiner is also a 
Class of 1992. 

“What’s attractive about St. Mike’s is that 
the family feeling is still very much a part of it,” 
Brunelle-Joiner said. “I grew a lot here and would 
love to come back.” 

Brunelle-Joiner is currently a stay-at-home 
mother to three children, but in the past she has 
worked at a number of different schools, most re- 
cently Assumption College. 

“My focus has always been on first-year stu- 
dent transition, but I’ve also worked collaboratively 
with Residence Life and I’ve been on the side of academic administration” she said. 
“Because I’ve had variable amounts of experience in different areas, I can bring a 
lot of different models for ideas with me.” 

One of Brunelle-Joiner’s students once wrote a recommendation describing 
her as open and that the student felt comfortable telling her anything, said Brunelle- 
Joiner. She said she hopes the students at St. Michael’s would notice that and accept 
her. ; 

“T love the idea of having a place where students can be energetic and talk about 
ideas,” Brunelle-Joiner said. “Preparing students for purposeful thinking of what 
they do and why they do it is part of the director’s role. I think I could do that.” 


Photo by Katie Colleran 


Brian Lee 


As an undergraduate at the University of Ver- 
mont, Lee was a reserved student until his R.A. per- 
suaded him to become involved with student gov- 
ernment. His participation in that and other student 
activities led to a realization about the direction his 
life could go in, he said. 

“T thought ‘Hey, I could get paid for this’,’ he 
said. “I thought it (student activities) would be a 
field I’d like to check out.” 

Lee found a position at St. Michael’s as assis- 

’ tant director of Residence Life. He is glad to work 
here because he loves everything about the college 
including faculty, staff and students, he said. 

“Even if I don’t get the job, I’m not looking to 
leave,” Lee said. “I just think it’s a great position to 

take advantage of personally and professionally it has a lot of potential.” 

He is well aware of Cernosia’s popularity and would never try to replace her, 
but he wants to bring his own ideas to the job, Lee said. 

“I’m not going to walk in and say ‘OK, this is changing and that, but I’m 
not just going to do the same thing every year,” he said. “Students may say ‘Well, 
Jennie did it this way’ and I’m not saying it has to be done differently, but I’m not 
Jennie.” 





Photo by Katie Colleran 





Robert Dustin 


As an outdoor activity and music enthusiast 
at the University of Washington, Dustin said Ver- 
mont is a perfect fit for him. 

“Coming back to work in Vermont is like 
coming home in two ways,” he said. “Geographi- 
cally because I have family here and metaphori- 
cally because I would again be working at a 
smaller, liberal arts institution.” 

He was exposed to the liberal arts as an un- 
dergraduate at LeMoyne College. Dustin’s past 
jobs included admissions work at Johnson Sate 

~ College. 

“There is a huge difference between state and 
private schools,” he said. “There’s a fine drawn 

line at state schools between church and state. You’re not really supposed to do 
much with it.” 

If he gets the position, Dustin said he looks forward to being able to connect 
the academic, spiritual, and emotional parts of a student’s life. 

“T value the Catholic higher education and understand it,” he said. “I under- 
stand the mission of the school and I’m here to actually care about the students.” 

One of the best things about his job as student activities adviser is watching 
the students develop as people, he said. He hopes that he would be able to do the 
same here, he said. : 

“I would go out and get in touch with people, put a face to the events I’m 
helping with,” Dustin said. 





Photo by Katie Colleran 


Grace Kelly 


For 19 years, Kelly has been working at St. 
Michael’s as the director of new student pro- 
grams and activities and as an assistant dean. 

There’s no one reason why she loves work- 
ing with college students, she said. 

“Tt’s an incredible thing, being a part of 
someone’s life when they are making so many 
leaps and bounds in their development,” Kelly 
said. “I like to think that I can help with that 
process.” 

Working with students has brought many 
more positives than it has negatives, she said. 
Kelly graduated from McGill University with a 
Master’s in Educational Administration. 

“T was educated for working with stu- 
dents,” she said. “I have learned so much from them, the student staff, the grad 
student staff, the assistant directors.” ; 

Kelly said she thinks she would be good for the position because she could 
bring a fresh perspective, but she would already know important details about 
the job. 

“T’ve been able to work really closely with Jen,” she said. “I have a keen idea 
of the inner workings of the office, of keeping things running.” 

The hard part of the whole selection process has not been all of the inter- 
views, but knowing that Cernosia is moving on, Kelly said. She said she hopes 
the students who love Cernosia would receive her well. 

“I hope people see me as someone they can come talk to about plans for 
initiatives,” she said. “I want to provide opportunities for students to know that 
the office will still be open and available to them.” ; 





Photo by Katie Colleran 


Melissa Liptak 


Liptak has a strategy for making students 
feel comfortable in her office—toys. 

“T have lots of puzzles and a Lite-Brite,” she 
said. “I use them to make the office environment 
less formal. Then when students have meetings 
with me, they feel more relaxed.” 

If Liptak comes to St. Michael’s, her toys 
will be coming with her because they are great 
for building relationships, she said. 

“I know Jennie has great relationships with 
students and I would want to build them too,” 
Liptak said. “I think students will find that ’m 
very personable.” 

Liptak describes herself as passionate, cre- 
ative and energetic and knows that will contrib- 
ute to how she does her job, she said. 

“I am going to be willing to go out and get to know people,” she said. “This 
school is small and residential. You can be closer to students and have a bigger 
impact. Also, Burlington is such a vibrant location to be working in.” 

Liptak said she knows the interview selection for this position is impor- 
tant. 

“The time that they are taking shows that St. Michael’s cares about who 
they are placing in this position,” Liptak said. “I can understand that and I love 
that they care so much.” 





Photo by Michelle Bookless 
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Juniors Rachael Warner and Lauren McAdam tye-dye 
on the library lawn on Sunday, April 22. 


EARTH DAY: Students gather 


Continued from page 1 


Lectures were held every 
afternoon in Eddie’s. Topics and 
lecturers included Kate Mooney, 
who spoke about the Student 
Global AIDS Campaign, and 
President Marc vanderHeyden 
who spoke about making our 
school more environmentally 
friendly. 

Green-Up members promot- 
ed awareness with movies, infor- 
mational tables, and pledges. 

Sophomore Green-Up mem- 
ber Deirdre Collins promoted a 
Car Abstinence Week pledge on 
campus. She recruited students to 
pledge not to drive to class. 

“The whole point is to get 
people to realize that you don’t 
need to a car to take you one mile 
down the road,” Collins said. 

Collins suggested walking to 
campus, riding a bicycle, or tak- 
ing the St. Michael’s shuttle bus 
instead of driving a car. 

“Jim never fails,” Collins said 
about the North Campus shuttle 
driver. 

Thirty-five students from 
North Campus and a few from 
main campus signed the Car Ab- 
stinence Pledge. All of the names 
went into a raffle on Earth Day 
and the people who pledged were 
given a chance to win prizes. 

Collins said her pledge is 
something small that students can 
do to help raise awareness about 
using cars. 

“People need to be more 
aware of what they use on a daily 
basis in terms of gas and energy, 
and we can start with North Cam- 
pus,” she said. 

The weekend kicked off with 
Tent City, where students camped 


out on the library lawn that was 
modeled after a refugee camp. 
The theme of the event was “Dis- 
place Me,” and all of the proceeds 
went to the Schools for Schools 
program, along with Invisible 
Children, to help educate the chil- 
dren of Uganda. 

First-years Meghan Hemond 
and Meghan Kerrigan spent the 
night at Tent City. 

Kerrigan and Hemond 
brought flashlights and blankets 
for their tent and a pack of cards 
to play with during the night. 

“It helped that it was a beau- 
tiful day,’ Hemond said. “But I 
was coming rain or shine.” 

Hemond and Kerrigan at- 
tended Tent City because of the 
valuable perspective of sleeping 
outside in a refugee setting pro- 
vided them, Kerrigan said. 

“Even though we’ll never get 
the full experience, it really puts 
(our lives) into perspective,” she 
said. 

All of the activities through- 
out the week dealt with envi- 
ronmental and social issues that 
students on campus should be 
conscious about, Kerns said. 
Green-Up hosted Earth Week to 
promote campus awareness about 
the impact students are having on 
the environment and to push for a 
greener St. Michael’s community, 
she said. 

“Hopefully students came 
out to show that we are concerned 
about global warming,” Kerns 
said, “and that our administration 
should put its money where its 
mouth is — literally.” 


> ms 


Students participate in Used Stitches and Riches to collect used clothing in support of a student service trip to Tanzania. 


DAYS FOR 
EARTH 
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Students painted flower pots in promotion of Earth Day. 


WEEK 


outdoors to promote a healthier environment 
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Junior Kyle Chadburn plays guitar on stage outside during Earth Day activities on Sunday, April 22. 
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Allison Morse, 
senior 
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Photo by Kyla Waldron 
A stage is set up for music during the “Displace Me.” 
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: Photos by Kristen Hartwell 
A Letter Writing tent is set up for students to write government officials to give more aid to Uganda. 
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“Tt was more effective to get 100 

people involved here on campus 

than to send 10 people on a bus 
down to New York City.” 
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A sign is posted outside the tents to explain the event. 


ME” AT ST. MICHAEL'S 


By Kyla Waldron 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s held its own 
“Displace Me” event on the lawn 
in front of the library on Friday, 
April 20. 

“Displace Me” is in support 
of the Invisible Children of Ugan- 
da, said senior Allison Morse, 
organizer of “Displace Me” on 
campus. The event included a 
barbecue from 4 to 6 p.m. where 
Domestic Blend played. Along 
with the food and music, students 
involved wrote letters to senators, 
United Nations ambassadors and 
President Bush, pressuring them 
to give more aid to Uganda, Morse 
said. At night the movie “Baraka” 
played on a big screen set up out- 
side. In the morning, people were 
woken by African drumming, 
performed by students from the 
African drumming class, along 
with a reflection lead by Morse. 

On P-Day weekend last year, 
there was a Global Night Com- 
mute to represent child soldiers. 
This year, “Displace Me” joined 
Green-Up’s Tent City to bring the 
cause to campus, said sophomore 
Kelly McQuade. There is a na- 
tion-wide “Displace Me” happen- 
ing on April 28 in cities all around 
the country, McQuade said. 

“It was more productive to do 
it this weekend instead of P-Day 
weekend,” McQuade said. 

There was a good turn out 
this year with about 100 people in 
and out during the night. 

“Tt was an excellent turn out. 
Sign ups were rough because it 
snowed that week and I don’t 
think people wanted to even think 
about sleeping outside, but it end- 


GLEE LI 


ape 


Caution tape surrounds the tents set up on the library lawn for students who participated in the “Displace Me” on Friday, April 20. 


ed up working out great,” Morse 
said. 

Along with the drumming 
and reflection, people meditated, 
and thought about the internally 
displaced camps in Uganda where 
thousands of people die each 
week because of lack of food and 
medical attention, Morse said. 
The United Nations World Food 
program, which was giving food 
and aid, had to cut funding re- 
cently, Morse said. People wrote 
letters asking for more aid, she 
said. Along with the letters, about 
$300 was raised during the event, 
Morse said. 

“It was more effective to get 
100 people involved here on cam- 
pus than to send 10 people on a 
bus down to New York City,” 
Morse said. 

Junior Tina Shantz of Com- 
mon Ground set up a tent along 
with other clubs on campus. 

“The music, videos, and peo- 
ple were great. We went to bed in 
the tent, but eventually it got too 
cold and we had to call it a night,” 
Shantz said. 

It’s the time of year where a 
lot is going on and it’s difficult for 
students to give time and money, 
however the turn out was excel- 
lent, Morse said. A lot of people 
stopped by after the Parent to 
Parent walk and the MLK talent 
show as well, she said. 

“The turn-out and events 
of the night proved that a good 
amount of SMC students can have 
fun with out partying,” Morse 
said. 
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Editorial 


A voice of reason 


he usually peaceful campus of Virginia Tech was 

submersed by a flood of outsiders as reporters from 

media outlets rushed in following the tragic shooting 
Monday, April 16, 2007. The event has captured national 
attention for the last week and has attracted well-known jour- 
nalists from all around the country. 

Virginia Tech students and administration have held up 
surprisingly well after being thrust into the spotlight and in- 
terrogated by national media. Despite all the attention, most 
coverage has been shallow, consisting of little more than a 
short video shot on a cell phone camera and shorter sound 
bytes from shell-shocked students. 

But at least one media outlet is serving up potentially 
award-winning coverage of the tragedy. Virginia Tech’s 
school newspaper, the Collegiate Times, has been reporting 
the news accurately and passionately since it posted the first 
update on its Web site hours before television cameras arrived 
on campus. Throughout the week the Collegiate Times has 
been referenced by national media outlets such as the New 
York Times and the Associated Press. The paper has gotten 
so much attention that its usual Web site was overwhelmed 
by the number of visitors. 

The paper has poured all of its resources into telling the 
story, and has done a better job than most national media. 
When classes were canceled, the Collegiate Times staff 
worked late through the night to keep students informed. 
This from a paper with a 35-person staff, and an editor-in- 
chief who took the job less than a month ago. 

The Collegiate Times has become an example of dem- 
ocratic media at its best. Numerous columns, including 
first-hand accounts from Virginia Tech students, have been 
submitted and even more letters to the editor have been pub- 
lished. The Collegiate Times has helped start the long heal- 
ing process by providing a much-needed forum for students 
to share real feelings of despair and frustration with the peo- 
ple who truly care and understand — other students. 

To hear what Virginia Tech students have to say, you can 
visit the Collegiate Times online at CollegiateTimes.com. 

The Defender staff would like to express its deepest sym- 
pathy to the victims.of the shooting and their families. In 
the weeks and months that follow, we hope Virginia Tech can 
return to some sense of normalcy. 


— Nick Martin 
executive editor 


Letters to the editor 


ie) youbview? Send aletier bf 50 word 


editor on any subject related to St. Mict 
eS ise nen ace Jone to hear 








MISSION 


DEFENDER | Sith 


As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news- 
paper of St. Michael’s College, we strive to accurately, profession- 
ally and ethically report the news affecting the lives of students 
and the community. 

The Defender is a designated public forum. Student editors 
make all content decisions. We believe in the freedom of expres- 
sion. We encourage our readers to express their views at any 
time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to ar- 
ticles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. The 
Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be edit- 
ed only for grammar, spelling, good taste, and sometimes length. 








OPINION 


PHOTO OF THE WEEK | There’s no place like home 


Photo by Nick Martin 


Aaron Dickie slides safely into home on an inside-the-park home run, avoiding the tag of Dan 
Ehrhardt during an intramural softball game Sunday, April 22. 





‘Major problems’ headline misleading 


I write to register a complaint 
about a headline on the front page 
of the April 18, 2007 Defender. 
The headline reads “Major 
problems: Slim course offerings 
leave some junior business majors 
unable to complete studies.” The 
average person reading this 
headline, including the many 
prospective students and parents 
visiting campus on the weekend 
of April 20-21, would think that 
a number of students will not to 


be able to graduate on time due, 


to unavailable courses. If such 
were the case, it would indeed be 


‘anews story of great significance. 


As one reads the article, however, 
one discovers thattwo students are 
in view: one who will not be able 





to complete a double minor, and 
one who will be inconvenienced 
by a tougher spring semester than 
he had hoped for. While I do 
not wish to minimize the pain of 
these students or others like them, 
in no way do their experiences 
constitute “Major problems” or 
an inability to “complete studies,” 
since their academic majors are 
not affected, and nowhere is lack 
of a double minor an impediment 
to graduation. The student will 
still have four or five courses 
toward that second minor on his 
transcript, and he can represent 
that fact to potential employers 
even without having officially 
completed the minor. If there 


are students who truly cannot. 


graduate on time because of lack 
of available business courses, the 
Dean’s office wants to know about 
it, and I invite any student in that 
situation to contact me. My issueis 


‘not with the story itself, butrather 


the misleading headline, which’ — 
sensationalized a difficult but not 
disastrous situation, and which 
caused unwarranted damage to 
the college’s reputation. 


Sincerely, 
Jeffrey Trumbower, 
assistant dean of the college 
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SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH 
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plans and innovative tools to protect our natural world for futu 


we’ve preserved 117 million acres—and counting. But there is 


Help us achieve lasting results. Visit nature.org or call 1- 


Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada © David Muench 
This message is made possible by the generous support of this publication. 
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Cong 
SPEAKS 


What da you like to 
do. when the weather 
starts getting nice? 


“Garden.” 





Mike Hoskins, 710 


“Lay out.” 


Ashley Morris, 10 





“Toss a football around the 
beach.” 


Chris Martin, ’09 





“Kick butt in Wiffle Ball.” 


Katie Herbert, '08 





“Go to North Beach.” 


Ashley Arcury, 10 


“Take long walks down the 
nature trail.” 


Jason Burnett, '10 


“Build forts.” 


Lydia Heffernan, '10 
Meghan McCormick, '10 


“Hang out outside.” 


Ryan Walker, ’10 

















Something fishy in Ross 


St. Michael’s holds its annual Dive-In movie 





By Andrew Dennett 
Staff Writer 


Though the weather outside Ross Sports Center 
on April 13 was unseasonably cold, the summertime 
atmosphere inside was undeniable at the second 
Dive-In movie held this year at St. Michael’s. 

Between 35 and 40 people splashed into the 
pool to watch the film “Happy Feet” or to hang out 
with friends. 

As the crowd grew and the main attraction 
began, students swam around in the pool, chatted 
with each other and relaxed on floats and rafts they 
brought with them. 

“My friends and I bought noodles, and we deco- 
rated them ourselves with flowers,” first-year Sarah 
Maslak said. 

Senior Sean Grabowski said this was his third 
time attending a Dive-In movie on campus. 

“They usually show good movies, and I don’t 
often get to go swimming, so it’s a good opportu- 
nity,’ Grabowski said. 

Some students chose to watch the movie from 
the bleachers. 

The Dive-In movie is one of several alcohol- 
free events held on campus each semester, Director 
of Student Activities Jennie Cernosia said. 

“We always like to provide an alternative to the 
kind of student culture that exists on most parts of 
the campus on the weekends,” Cernosia said. “A 
non-alcoholic alternative should be in the mix.” 

The ideas for events mostly come from stu- 
dents, she said. 

“Students hear ideas from friends at other 
schools, and we get mailings of residential pro- 
grams,” she said. 

First-year Emma Stenberg helped organize the 
Dive-In movie. The idea came from attending a 
conference of the Northeast Affiliation of College 


Photo by Kristen Hartwell 
Senior Sean Grabowski floats in the Ross Sports Center pool at the Dive-In movie on April 13. 


and University Residence Halls with four other St. 
Michael’s students at Roger Williams University in 
Bristol, R.I., Stenberg said. 

Inspired by the conference to put on an event 
that would benefit the St. Michael’s campus, Sten- 
berg and the other organizers chose to do a Dive-In 
movie, she said. 

“There was some success before so we decided 
to do it again,” she said. 

Stenberg said she was pleased with the response 
to the event. 

“People were able to have a good time, but it 
was not too crowded,” she said. 

The turnout among first-year students was es- — 
pecially good, she said. 

“People saw there was something to do on a 
Friday night,” she said. “Because freshmen hadn’t 
heard of it before, it was good for them to hear about 
it.” 

Attendance for these events depends on many 
different factors, including the weather and what 
friends and housemates are doing, Cernosia said. 

“T remind people not to worry about the turn- 
out,” she said. “You just wait and see.” 

Alcohol-free events are often crammed into the 
month of April, Cernosia said. 

“If we could sugar out the events in April 
throughout the semester, every weekend would be 
full,” she said. 

There are not enough alcohol-free events on 
most weekends, Grabowski said. 

“T wish there was more going on,” he said. “At 
first there were three or four of these things a month. 
This month there have only been two so far.” 

The events are usually clumped at the begin- 
ning and end of the year, Grabowski said. 

“Tt would be nice to spread them out more,” he 
said. 


Junior | Political science | Freeport, Maine 


Student of the Week. 


Sarah DeGrandpre 





Why chosen: 
_ Actively involved in cam- 
pus programs and gave 


the community talk on 
the past LEAP trip. 


Why SMC: The sense of community and the 
Burlington area. 


Activities: Tour guide, Founder’s 
Society, LEAP, M.O.V.E., and member of SGAC. 


Future plans: Take a few years off to work and 
live at home to save up money. Eventually move to 
California to attend grad school and pursue a career in 
social entrepreneurship. 
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HOROSCOPES 


By Hilary Skibinski 
LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


You’re going to find a winning scratch ticket on the ground 
this week. Normally, this would be a good thing, but the 
idiot who threw it on the ground in the first place scratched 
off the “void if removed” part. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 


Stock up on the aloe vera. You're going to get a bad 
sunburn. I guess it’s a little better than the pastey white 
look you had going for you about two weeks ago. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. D-Dee. 21) 


You're going to fall down the stairs in St. Ed’s tomorrow 
and knock everyone in front of you down in the process. It 
will hurt, but didn’t you always want to be the person that 
starts a human domino effect? 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


Your intramural softball team is going to win the entire 
tournament. Good thing it’s a requirement to have three 
girls on the team, otherwise you would have lost miserably. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 


Cross your fingers it doesn’t rain on P-Day. If it does, ev- 
eryone is going to be mad at you and blame your lack of 
luck for it. No pressure, though. 


_ PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 


Slow down speed deamon. You're going to get a speeding 
ticket next week. This is Vermont, not Daytona. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 


You’re going to step in dog poop on the way to class, but 
won't realize it until you notice the kid next to you slowly 
inching his way to the left. Didn’t you notice that you smell 
like poop? Come on now, check the bottom of your shoes. 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 
Chill out with the cup drops. Who likes to drink from cups 


that have been tossed on the disgusting Alliot floor hun- 
dreds of times? Gross. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 
Someone is going to break into your room. Carrying your 


keys around must be a hassle, but learn to lock your door. 
It’s a simple sollution people. 


CANCER: (une 21-July 22) 


You're going to be discovered for your Guitar Hero skills 
and will be asked to play lead guitar in an up-and-coming 
band. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Your roommate hid a piece of pizza under your bed a few 


weeks ago. You would think you would notice something 
like that. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 


You're going straight to the drunk tank on P-Day. I’d recon- 
sider pounding hard alcohol at 10 a.m. 
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Getting a head start 


Some juniors complete senior seminar projects a year early 


By Abby Robitaille 
Staff Writer 


Seniors are nearing the end of the spring semes- 
ter and their senior seminar projects. These projects 


‘are normally the culmination of four years of study 


in a student’s major field. However, some juniors can 
also be seen working on their capstone projects along- 
side the members of the graduating class. 

Junior math major Jordan Scampoli is one mem- 
ber of the class of 2008 who chose to finish his senior 
seminar project a year early. 

“Because of the way my schedule worked out, I 
have a lighter load this semester, so I decided to get it 
out of the way,” he explained. 

His project, titled “Dimensional Analysis,” in- 
volves finding relationships between physical quanti- 
ties without experimentation, Scampoli said. 

Scampoli is also an economics minor, and said he 
might end up with enough credits in the department to 
declare a second major. 

“If I become an economics double major, I'll have 
to do a senior seminar project for that major next year 
as well,” he said. “It worked out that I could do this 
one as a junior.” 

Another reason Scampoli chose to get ahead in 
his senior project was the thesis he will have to write 
next year, because he’s in the honors program. 

“Because I’m completing my project this year, I 
can either pick a new topic or study the same one in 
more depth when I do my thesis,” he said. 

Junior Laura Szum is another student who de- 
cided to complete her project a year early. Szum is a 
math and elementary education double major. 

Szum is on the interdisciplinary track within the 
math major, which means she has fewer math require- 


‘ments than someone who is just a math major, she 


said. She doesn’t have a lot of higher math under her 
belt yet, however, she said it worked out well for her 


to do her senior project now and student teach next 
year. 

Szum wanted to select a project that would trans- 
late well to the classroom in the future. Her project in- 
volves divisibility tests, which has to do with finding 
rules for dividing numbers into one another, testing 
for primality, and other tricks she will be able to use 
when teaching math to her students, she said. 

“I want to be a higher elementary math teacher, 
so it made sense to choose something I would be able 
to use in the classroom,” Szum said. 

Professor Zsuzsanna Kadas of the math depart- 
ment is Szum’s adviser for the project. 

“Tt would be best if seniors could do the project in 
their senior year, but usually education majors need to 
do it early,” Kadas said. 

In the math department, the senior seminar is not 
as intense as in other majors and is worth only one 
credit, she said. 

“Students looking for a more intense research ex- 
perience look at doing a senior thesis,” she said. 

In the case of an honors student like Scampoli, 
Kadas said doing the project early can serve as a 
warm-up for the thesis he is required to complete next 
year. 

“The school allows certain juniors to do their 
project early,” Scampoli said. “As long as you have a 
decent reason to do it, it’s allowed. 

Szum’s reason for doing the project now was also 
mainly a scheduling issue. 

“T want to student teach next spring, and because 
the senior seminar class is only offered in the spring, 
I had to take it this semester instead,” she said. “It’s a 
matter of when your schedule allows you to do it.” 

Kadas said she has neutral feelings on students 
completing senior seminar as juniors. 

“Tt’s not necessarily recommended for juniors to 
do their senior projects early,” she said. “But it’s cer- 


_ tainly acceptable and possible.” 


Where are they now? 


St. Michael's alumni talk about how far they've come since graduation 


By Erin Millard 
Staff Writer 


The seniors are winding down their time here 
at St. Michael’s, and it’s time to start thinking about 
the future. Will graduates go into the work force, be 
world travelers, or just stick around at St. Michael’s to 
guide new students? 

“When I was graduating I had every possibility 
for jobs,” Director for Alumni and Parent Relations 
Patrick Gallivan said. “The market was tight and the 
late ’80s and to get a job was a big deal.” 

Gallivan is originally from Worcester, Mass. and 
majored in political science at St. Michael’s. He ap- 
plied to be an admissions counselor and during senior 
week found out he got the job. 

After graduating in 1989, Gallivan worked for 
nine years in admissions. In 1998 he became the di- 
rector for alumni and parent relations. 

“T feel like I’m blessed to have to opportunity the 
work at St. Michael’s,” Gallivan said. 

The Rev. Brian Cummings came from Jersey 
City, N.J. and graduated from St. Michael’s with an 
accounting degree in ’86. 

Cummings worked at one of the largest interna- 
tional CPA firms in the world after graduation, but in 
1990 he returned to St. Michael’s to teach and became 
a priest six years later. 

“T met the Edmundite Society here and decided to 
join,” Cummings said. ; 

It had a great impact on him, he said. 

Although Cummings is a priest, he still does bud- 
geting for departments at St. Michael’s. 

Angela Armour, Class of ’99 is another alumnus 
who still works on campus. Armour is now the as- 
sistant director for alumni and parent relations at St. 
Michael’s. 

“The longer I’m here the more I appreciate it,” 
Armour said. “Even more than when I was a stu- 
dent.” 

As a student Armour was a journalism major 


and played on the softball team. Towards graduation 
she got a job offer from St. Michael’s and became the 
sports information director for three years. 

“What’s great about a liberal arts school is that it 
grooms you to move around,” Armour said. 

Sara McNamara graduated in 1999 as biology 
major. Her first job out of college was a paraprofes- 
sional at FHT Middle School in South Burlington. 

McNamara decided to go through the graduate 
teacher licensure program at St. Michael’s, and fin- 
ished in 2003. She is now a middle school science 
teacher in Sunderland, Mass. 

Chandler Smalling graduated in 2006 as a busi- 
ness and accounting major and currently lives in Bos- 
ton, Mass., and works as an internal auditor for John 
Hancock. 

“The career center at SMC was a life-saver, es- 
pecially Chris Cleary who helped me with my resume 
and cover letters as well as many other things,” Small- 
ing said. “Developing relationships with my professors 
helped because they get to know you as an individual 
and can give students great advice for the future.” 

There are plenty of opportunities to network and 
St. Michael’s alum will do anything to help new grad- 
uates find a job, Smalling said. 

“T didn’t have a job when I graduated,” she said. 
“My advice was to start looking, but not to worry too 
much, everything will fall into place.” 

Keep your options open unless you have been 
sure about what you want to do forever, McNamara 
said. 

‘Don’t panic if you have a bad job after you grad- 
uate,” McNamara said. “Eventually things will work 
out.” 


It’s great to have dreams, but you also have to be .. ° 


realistic, Armour said. If you get a job that isn’t inter- 
esting, look at it as a learning experience because you 
might not get that amazing job after school, she said. 
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Round and round they 
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St. Michael’s hosts Parent to Parent walk-a-thon on April 20 


By Roni Reino 
Staff Writer 


Music reverberated through the Tarrant Recreation 
Center Friday evening as students trickled into the gym- 
nasium. About 200 students walked for 14 hours around 
the elevated track to raise money to benefit Parent to Par- 
ent of Vermont. 

Parent to Parent was founded 20 years ago as a state- 
wide family support organization, Executive Director Julie 
Arel said. Its major goal is to connect families with similar 
disabilities. It provides a variety of services to help parents 
of children with special needs ranging from diabetes and 
autism to Down syndrome. 

“Tt can be isolating to family and friends who may not 
know how to deal with special needs children,” Arel said. 

The Parent to Parent walk-a-thon provided a family 
hour, which began at 5 p.m. About 40 children and their 
families came to paint faces, watch musicians Robert and 
Gigi and a group who performs puppet shows that raise 
awareness about social issues for children. 

St. Michaels and the University of Vermont students 
did most of the work, Arel said. 

“T’m blown away by how the students have pulled this 
together,” she said. “I’m incredibly grateful.” 

Assistant professor Mary Doyle is on the board of Par- 
ent to Parent and said she is humbled by the contributions 
of the undergraduates. 4 

“T love the energy of the young people,” Doyle said. 

Although Vermont lacks diversity, Doyle said she 
hopes others can see the diversity that it does have. 

“Part of my hope is that we can create a community 
where all diversity is welcome,” Doyle said. “There are a 
lot of people in Vermont with disabilities. I want them to 
be noticed.” 

The walk raised an estimated $7,000 and more dona- 
tions were expected, Doyle said. 

The majority of the staff was education majors. Soph- 
omore Kelley Callahan began setting up at 9:30 a.m. on 
Friday. Callahan said she hoped more people had shown 
up but was excited about the money raised. 


“When tragedy strikes, people are willing to donate,” ~ 


Callahan said. “Many people don’t notice the everyday 
need.” 

Callahan and others worked with the UVM Speech 
and Language club. UVM junior Leah Grossman was 
asked by Professor Doyle to collaborate with St. Michaels 
and Parent to Parent. As president of the Speech and Lan- 
guage Club, she helped plan the evening’s events. 

“We started planning a year ago and worked with St. 
Michaels this fall semester,’ Grossman said. 


Speech and Language Club members went to class-. 





Photos by Roni Reino 


Kevin Schneider signs in at the Parent to Parent walk-a-thon in the Tarrant Recreation Center on April 20. 


rooms handing out packets to promote the walk-a-thon. 

Many St. Michael’s students participated as a group 
such as the French Club and Celtic Knights who had at 
least one member walking all evening. 

“T thought it was well run with the bands and every- 
thing,” first-year French Club member Kevin Schneider 
said. “I just think we should try to get more people in- 
volved.” 

In the beginning, Schneider said there were close to 
50 people walking, but by 3 a.m., only six remained. Sch- 
neider walked for six hours during the evening when many 
others only walked for two or three. 

“Tf I can just walk to help kids get better, ’d walk 
forever,’ Schneider said. 








The Radio Knights perform at the event. 





Walking for a cure 
The National MS Society held a walk in Burlington on April 21 


By Kara MacKeil 
Staff Writer 


Blurred vision. Memory failure. Loss of coordination. 
Even paralysis and seizures. For most, these are things that 
happen to other people. Little things get lost now and then, 
and everyone can be clumsy, still nothing serious. 

But for those living with multiple sclerosis, these 
symptoms and many others slowly become facts of every- 
day life, altering daily patterns and changing lives. 

“It affects everything,” junior Jill Dalfonso said, 
whose mother has multiple sclerosis. “Little things like 
accessibility, getting around, having a house, just getting 
around in the world.” 

Dalfonso’s mother was diagnosed with multiple scle- 
rosis more than 25 years ago and has used a wheelchair for 
the past six. 

On Saturday, April 21, Dalfonso was one of more than 
400 people to participate in the National MS Society’s 
walk in Burlington, raising money for a cure and showing 
her support for her mother. 

“There’s only so much you can do personally,” Dal- 
fonso said. “I can’t really help her directly, but this is 
something I can do.” 

The biggest event of the National MS Society is the 


MS Walk. It takes place in more than 700 cities and towns 
across the country, according to the organization’s Web 
site. The Burlington walk was one of five around Ver- 
mont. 

The walk started and ended at Burlington High School, 
covering a loop of the Burlington bike path. Several rest 
stops lined the way, including one run by Jane Finn. 

Finn’s station next to the ECHO Leahy Center for 
Lake Champlain was named after Betsey Taff, the stations 
original organizer who passed away last year. She and her 
staff offered walkers fruit, water, and crackers, but her sta- 
tion held one additional treat. 

“When Betsey ran the stop she always brought fudge 
donated from the Shelburne Country Store,” Finn said. 
“People look forward to it, so we’ve continued that tradi- 
tion with the store.” 

Dalfonso said even though her mother couldn’t make 
the four hour journey from Maine to be at the walk, she 
still kept her included. 

“I called her while I was walking,” Dalfonso said. 
“She was just so impressed.” 

Dalfonso said she didn’t decide to do this year’s walk 
until about a week and a half before the event. 

“P’ve done the walk at home a few times,” she said. 


“But I never really thought of doing it here.” 

Despite the short notice, Dalfonso said she convinced 
a few friends to walk with her and managed to raise far 
more than the minimum amount of $300. , 

“IT was so impressed that in a week and a half St. 
Mike’s responded the way that it did,” Dalfonso said. “I 
raised over $900 just from St. Mike’s.” 

Dalfonso wasn’t the only participant to do well with 
fund-raising. Overall, the multiple sclerosis walkers gath- 
ered more than $71,000 during the event. 

Part of this success was due to a larger number of par- 
ticipants. 

“There’s a lot more walkers,” volunteer Brian Howard 
said. “I’ve seen this go from 150 or 200 people to over 400 
this year.” 

Howard has participated in the MS Ride for the past 
10 years as part of Team XMS, but on this Saturday he 
volunteered his time to patrol the course, looking out for 
walkers. 

Howard said his job was to ensure that any walker 
who needed help got it. 

Walk participants ranged from young to old. Many 
had personal connections to multiple sclerosis through 
friends or family members. 
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SMC students show what they’ve got 


MLK Society holds its 16th annual talent show on April 20 








oe: 


Elizabeth Borys irish step dances for her talent. 


By Molly Cole 
Staff Writer 


On April 20 every seat in McCarthy Arts Center was 


filled with people ready to see some talent. The Martin 


Luther King Society held their 16th annual talent show 
hosted for the second year in a row by Michael DeGrand- 
pre and Arly Scully. 

DeGrandpre and Scully kept the crowd’s attention 
between acts, opening up with a video resembling an 
episode of MTV Cribs. The video was taped in Presi- 
dent Marc vanderHeyden’s home. The spoof allowed 
DeGrandpre and Scully to give a tour of the home show- 
ing off it’s assets until they were “unexpectedly” greet- 
ed by vanderHeyden and his wife, Dana, at the end. 
The introduction video warmed the crowd up for two 
more hours filled with laughter and pure talent on stage. 


—_ Photos by Kristen Hartwell 
_ Michael DeGrandpre and Arly Scully host the MLK Talent Show in the McCarthy Arts Center on April 20. 


Winners 


> ist Place 
Jelean Durrant 


Talent: sang “Killing me Softly” by the 
Fugees 


Prize: $150 


» 2nd Place 

Celtic Knights 

Talent: Irish step dancing 
Prize: $80 


>» 3rd Place 

Ashley Wheeler 

Talent: sang “Do it Anyway” by Martina 
McBride 

Prize: $50 


The show consisted of 13 acts and concluded with an 
adoring poetry reading by MLK Society member Jerome 
Allen. The show was filled with guitar playing, singing, 
some Irish step dancing and even some beat-boxing. 

In the middle of the show DeGrandpre and Scully 
dazzled the audience with a light show complete with glow 
sticks and flash lights. This was followed by a dance par- 
ty during which Scully instructed the audience to “shake 
what your Momma gave you.” 

“Funny enough the light show was the one thing that 
the MLK Society asked us to do again,” DeGrandpre said. 
“Otherthan that we have free reign to entertain as we please.” 

The talent show had some returning performers such 
as junior Ashley Wheeler who chose to incorporate a 
slide show in her performance this year. The slide show 
was made up of images from the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina and the war in Iraq. Wheeler sang a song origi- 


Danielle Stevenson dances for her talent. 


Nick Vogt beat boxes on stage. 





nally sung by Martina McBride titled “Do it Anyway.” 

“This song touched me so much the first time I heard 
it and I wanted to share my message with every one,” 
Wheeler said. 

Incorporating a slide show depicting some of the 
harsher images that exist in our world would be a change of 
pace from her performances the past two years, she said. 

Junior Chris Colongeli said his favorite act was a vio- 
lin performance by sophomore Amanda Laprise. He said 
DeGrandpre and Scully are a large reason why he said he 
attends the show. 

DeGrandpre and Scully have hosted the show for the 
past two years and were asked back this year by Jerome 
Allen in mid-March according to DeGrandpre. 

“After watching rehearsal I was excited for the show 
because I was very impressed with all the talent,” De- 
Grandpre said. 
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Ben and Jerry give back 


By Rob Zodda 
Staff Writer 


It is almost the end of the year and the nice weather is 
approaching. As signs of spring begin to sprout all around 
us, Ben and Jerry decided to give back to their customers 
by having their 28th annual Free Cone Day on Tuesday, 
April 17. . 

The first Ben and Jerry’s scoop shop opened on May 
5, 1978. The original shop, which according to the Ben 
and Jerry’s Web site, was a $12,000 investment and was a 
converted gas station at the corner of College and St. Paul 
Streets in downtown Burlington. Business thrived and one 
year later the owners decided to celebrate their success and 
thank customers who helped them along the way. 

“They decided, ‘you know what, we’re gonna thank 
everyone in the community who has helped us,” said Se- 
nior Consumer Affairs Coordinator for Ben and Jerry’s 
George Dean. 

Ben and Jerry’s scoop shops across the country par- 
ticipate in Free Cone Day. 

“Tt is absolutely always a crazy day,” Dean said. 

Nicole Staudinger, shift lead supervisor at the Ben 
and Jerry’s scoop shop on Church Street in Burlington, has 
worked on the past two Free Cone Days. 

“Tt’s really crazy. There’s always been a line around 
the block,” Staudinger said. 

The hours of operation at the scoop shops are slightly 
different on Free Cone Day. The shops open an hour later 
than usual and also stop serving an hour earlier, she said. 
Due the huge amount of customers, only ice cream cones 
are served. 

“Your arm gets so tired. It’s crazy, it feels like it’s 
going to fall off;’ Staudinger said. “We try to stagger it so 
people aren’t here all day.” 

The usual work shift is about three or four hours, she 
said. . 

To receive more help, the Ben and Jerry’s on Church 
Street usually has a “celebrity scooper.” 


The 28th annual Free Cone Day was held on April 17 


Ben and Jerry’s in the University Mall had Free Cone Day on April 17. 


“The celebrity scooper could be a person from the 
community, like the mayor, or a local doctor,” Staudinger 
said. 

Although Ben and Jerry’s customers are receiving a 
gift, they tend to take advantage of Free Cone Day, she 
said. 

“They (customers) get their cone and head to the back 
of the line, and by the time they finish, they’re up again,” 
she said. 

Students at St. Michael’s, among other schools, took 
advantage of the free ice cream. 

“T went to the Ben and Jerry’s in the University Mall,” 






Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


first-year Betsie Miltner said. “It looked like the line was 
really long, but it actually went pretty fast, and I got to 
shop along the way.” 

Lines were inevitable no matter which Ben and Jerry’s 


‘ people went to. 


“We waited in line for a while, but it was worth it,” 
first-year Hayden Livesay said. 
Free Cone Day is a day to thank all the people who 
enjoy Ben and Jerry’s ice cream the other 364 days of the 
year, Dean said. 


The end is near 


- Seniors start thinking about post graduation plans 


By Amanda Pelley 
Staff Writer 


With graduation just around the corner, a lot of seniors 
have to prepare themselves for the “real world.” Although 
many seniors are nervous for what’s next, they are excited 
to begin the next chapter of their lives. 

Megan Lagasse said she feels the pressure of graduat- 
ing. : 
“Now I need to figure out where I’m going to live,” 
Lagasse said. “It’s not like I get to choose out of a box and 
a number gives me a house and state.” 

Although Lagasse isn’t quite sure where she’s going 
to live, she said she is ready for the next big thing. She 
interned at Joslin Diabetes Center in Boston last summer 
and intends to work there after graduation. At Joslin, La- 
gasse said she was provided with the skills and confidence 
to prepare her for what she wants to do with her life. 

“Until then I want to do some fun jobs,” she said. “I’m 
working at Nantucket Boat Basin this summer and am go- 
ing to Colorado during the next year with some friends.” 

Lagasse said she will not forget her four-year experi- 
ence at St. Michael’s. 

“I’ve learned to deal with different people and differ- 
ent situations outside of my parent’s supervision,” Lagasse 
said. “College has given me a little preview of real life or 
at least a little more freedom in a completely sheltered 
area.” 

Like Lagasse, Amanda Partlow, another senior ap- 
proaching graduation, said she is excited, yet nervous 
about her future plans. She said she is ready to conquer 


the “real world.” 

Partlow has been interning at Johnson & Lambert Co. 
in Burlington, where she plans to work after graduation. 

“My internship has given me interviewing skills as 
well as the experience to work in a business setting,” Part- 
low said. “It gave me the experience to find out what I 
really want to do after I graduate.” 

Partlow also plans on taking time off to enjoy the 
summer and start preparing for her Certified Public Ac- 
countant exam. She will begin working on Sept. 1. 

“T am not scared but rather excited and nervous about 
the future,” Partlow said. “I feel like I have a transition 
time during the summer however I know it’s going to fly 
by and a new adventure will begin.” 

James Sarno, a business major and marketing minor 
from Stoneham, Mass., said he wants to have as much fun 
as possible before he enters the workforce. 

Sarno has interned at Profit Enhancement Services in 
Peabody, Mass. for the past two years as a finance intern 
and has a paid internship there set up for the summer. 


“My internship has taught me a lot about building cli-_ 


ent relationships as well as technical things like Excel and 
Power Point,” Sarno said. 

After Sarno works at this internship for three months, 
he said he’s going to make enough money to travel cross 
country for a month with his roommates and friends. 

“T feel like I have me whole life to work in a cubi- 
cle,” Sarno said. “I’m not going to get another chance to 
take a month off work and travel, so why not do it in my 
prime?” 

Sarno is ready to graduate but said the St. Michael’s 


community has sheltered him. 

“As much as people want to say we are independent 
from our parents, we still have a lot of learning to do,” 
Sarno said. “Just little stuff like paying for an apartment, — 
financing cars, paying taxes on your own, and having in- 


‘surance on everything.” 


Sarno is confident that the education he received at St. - 
Michael’s will provide him with a strong foundation in the | 
work force, he says. 

-“Tt has definitely provided me with social skills and 
taught me how to form relationships with people,” Sarno 
said. | 

However, Sarno admits he still feels unprepared. 

“Instead of having so many liberal arts classes I wish > 
there. were more classes on how to negotiate salaries, fi- 
nancing, and paying mortgages,” he said. “I just think it’s 
tough being thrown into that stuff without any previous 
knowledge.” 

Meg Rule said she is going to figure things out as she | 
goes along. Rule is going to work as a nanny this summer 
while living in Burlington, and is going to work on getting 


_an internship to try and experience different areas of work, 


she said. 
. Like Sarno, Rule believes St. Michael’s closed cam- 
pus shelters students. 

“The closed campus is a set back for preparing us for ' 
the real world,” Rule said. “When we’re hungry we can 
just walk to Alliot, or if we get in trouble we just answer to 
Security, in the real world we’re actually going to have to 
cook and answer to the police.” 
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Fighting invisible flames all over SMC 


after you’ve finally stumbled home from the 300s, 
; or if you’ve gone to sleep after studying for a test. 
Seriously, who needs to eat popcorn at that hour? Appar- 
ently a lot of people on campus, because fire alarms are far 
too common at St. Michael’s. 
| It seems at least once a week you 
_can hear the distinct sound of ear-pierc- 
ing ringing through the St. Michael’s 
campus. It’s almost as predictable as 
the church bells. 
_ Fire alarms always go off at the 
worst times too. For instance, in the 
‘middle of the night in February, when 
‘it’s about minus 10 degrees outside, 
with what seems like 50 mph winds. 

Of course you were in a deep sleep 
before the alarm, so the abrupt noise 
makes you sit up in your bed like a jack- 
‘in-the-box and almost gives you a heart 
‘attack. You scramble in a haze, half conscious of the world 
to try and find clothes. Usually you don’t have socks, 
which you regret once you feel the draft outside. You have 
a winter coat draped over whatever you were sleeping in, 


T= is nothing worse than a fire alarm at 3:30 a.m. 


EDITOR 


Jess 
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gry and groggy. The crowd starts looking around for the 
guilty popcorn burner who caused this mess in the first 
place. 

Finally after what seems like forever, even though it’s 
probably been about three minutes, the sound of sirens can 
be heard and eventually two St. Michael’s fire trucks come 
screaming around the corner to rescue everyone from 
burnt kernels. 

In full gear ready to fight a fire, they know isn’t there, 
the St. Michael’s Fire Department goes to work. They bust 
out hatchets, hoses, the whole nine yards. Rescue stands 
by in case of any injuries that may have occurred while 
someone was operating the microwave. 

The fire crew enters the building and scours each 
room for signs of flame or buttery grease, and can prob- 
ably determine the culprit once they enter the offending 
room. Burnt popcorn has a distinct smell that can’t be 
covered up with Febreze, or Lysol. If it was you, you will 
be discovered. 

What I don’t get is what possesses people to cook any- 
thing in the middle of the night in the first place. What is 
the harm in simply walking to the vending machine and 
picking out a bag of chips? 

Obviously laziness is not a problem considering you 


‘if anything. 
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Starting as guard 


__sthe spring sports season comes to a close, I 

; A= like to recognize the student athletes 

who have performed brilliantly all semester 
long. I am not only referring to those who engage in 

a varsity sport, play hard on the turf and obey the 

48-hour rule. | am referring to the weekend athletes: 
the party animals of the 300s, the rookies of the 

Quad and the heroes who travel the mile from North 

Campus. I am impressed with your performances. 

However, where would you be without oppo- 
‘nents? There is a team that has given you hell all 
season. They are a veteran team with a lot of wis- 
dom of the game. 

I am referring to the all-star team known as St. 
Michael’s Security. Week in and week out they pro- 
duce great stats. 

On game nights, like any other athlete they put 
‘on their uniform. Buttoning up 
‘their midnight blue jerseys and 

lacing up their black army style 

boots, the squad is ready to do bat- 
tle. Put on an intimidating death 

Stare and the uniform is complete. 

What good is a team without a 
pre-game ritual? I like to imagine 
the guards running through a ban- 
ner while AC/DC’s “Hells Bells” 
shakes the Security station with 
bass, a loud speaker which sounds 

like the voice of James Earl Jones 
bellows, “Starting at guards, the 
campus champions, Securityyyyyy.” 
_ After a series of high-fives they would slam 
the doors of their squad cars in unison and quietly 
- slither onto campus. 

Man, I hope these guys stretched before check- 
ing into the game. You need a really good quad 
Stretch. Squatting and leaping from bushes to make 
aplay can do serious muscle damage. Do a few wrist 
rotations, that hand has to be ready to write a cita- 
tion. And hydrate, hydrate, hydrate. When you have 
to do a wind sprint the length of the tennis court 
to catch a speedy kid with a backpack you will ap- 
‘Preciate it. 

_ The weekenders also have their own rules of 
preparation. Their uniform consists of anything 
from theme attire, to barely-there ensembles, to 
8) eatpants. The weekender is a chameleon. 

~The weekenders have pre-game rituals of their 
i They fill Nalgenes with a plethora of juices 
| from Alliot to use as chasers. And then they go into 
a sacred time of intense focus known as a pre-game. 





COLUMNIST 





Kate 
Reynolds 





Everyone in the building marches outside looking an- 


had the energy to cook something. Chips will not set off 
the fire alarm and by choosing chips you will not piss off 


During this time many activities occur such as pow- 
er hour, Kings, and for the boldest weekenders, shot 
for shot. 

With their uniforms on, and pre-game behind 
them, the weekenders emerge from all corners of 
campus around 11 p.m. First the first-years spill 
out of Ryan Hall, eagerly ready to begin their night 
parading to the 300s in large packs. Soon after, the 
wiser Alumni Hall residents join them. Team Se- 
curity is already in position. As soon as the first 
weekender touches the pavement outside the tennis 
courts, the game begins. 

It is a strategic game of offense and defense. 
Weekenders make the move, shifting cautiously 
from the 100s to the 300s. Guarders attack them if 
they are not on their toes. However weekenders can 
fake them out by carrying a bag of books or water. 
The unassuming weekenders usually make it from 
point A to point B, but it’s the stumblers, the 30 rack 
carriers and those who travel in packs that get taken’ 
down by the guards. 

As the temperatures rise, the game heats up. 
Crowds begin to form on the 300s field and wacky 
intramural softball extends game hours. It has been a 
good season with wins and losses from both teams. 

If the past weeks have been the regular season, 
then P-Day is the championship. Limited time uni- 
forms such as P-Day shirts clothe the backs of week- 
enders and the game is played longer and harder 
than ever. 

This week I have received three e-mails trying 
to lure me into soberness by dangling $100 in front 
of my face. Who brought the funny man? I wouldn’t 
play all season long to forfeit in the championship. 
That is just illogical. 

So this Saturday, weekenders, guards, I want a 
fair game. 


books, right? Stop by or 
check us out online at 
www.ems.com to find a 
store near you 


Kate is a sophomore journalism major at St. 
Michael’s College. Contact Kate at 
kreynolds@smcvt.edu. 


At’ Eastern 
making 

life. Just 
student ID* and you'll get 15% OFF 


everything’ in the store. Because 
every now and then you need 
to hit the trail instead of the 


any of your dorm buddies. Seriously, they know where 
you sleep and could potentially retaliate. 

As silly as it seems to have the fire crew there, I’ll 
admit it’s comforting to know they are available. Some- 
day someone will actually catch something on fire in the 
dorms and there will be a true emergency. 

So, thank you St. Michael’s Fire and Rescue, we salute 
you and your efforts, and I would like to apologize on be- 
half of all the popcorn burners past, present and future for 
wasting your time. 

Next time you come home with the beer munchies or 
from a frustrating night in the library, think twice before 
putting that bag of popcorn in the microwave. It may be 
worth it to put down the bag and walk to the vending ma- 
chine. 





Jess is a junior journalism major at St. Michael's 
College. Contact Jess at jstclair@smcvt.edu. 


CSO 
SN 


Mountain Sports 
to lead a double 
your college 


it easy 
show us 





Qo 


100 Dorset Street 
S. Burlington, VT 05403 
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CALENDAR 





Hard Knock Life 


The hip-hop dance performance Hard Knock Life will be performed at 


Higher Ground on Sunday, April 29. 





SMC CHORALE SPRING CONCERT: 
SACRED SONGS AND FOLK SONGS 
McCarthy Arts Center 

7:30 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: nlew@smcvt.edu 


CITIZEN COPE 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
8 p.m. 

$17 in advance, or $20 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


PARKER HOUSE AND THEORY 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 

10 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


ELEMENTAL HARMONICS 
Club Metronome 

188 Main St., Burlington 

9 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 865-4563 


ART 21: SCULPTURE OVER THE EDGE 
Firehouse Gallery 

135 Church St., Burlington 

7 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 865-7166 


JAZZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE: “BRIGHT RED 
SOCKS” 

UVM Recital Hall 

7:30 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 656-3040 


SPEAKER: ELIE WIESEL 
Patrick Gymnasium at UVM 
4 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 656-2005 


THE GLOBAL HEALTH CHALLENGE: 
AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY 
McCarthy Arts Center 

10 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: lgagne@smcvt.edu 





SOUND OF URCHIN 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 
10 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


DEVIN THE DUDE 

Club Metronome 

188 Main St., Burlington 

9 p.m. ; 

$15 in advance, $20 day of the show 
Contact: 865-4563 


MUDFEST 
ECHO at the Leahy Center for Lake 


Champlain 


1 College St., Burlington 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

$8 

Contact: 864-1848 


FRIDAY/27 


0.A.R. CONCERT 

Tarrant Recreation Center 
9 p.m. 

$33 

Contact: 654-2304 


HOT BUTTERED RUM 
Higher Ground 


1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 


9 p.m. 
$10 in advance, or $12 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


THE SPAM ALL STARS 

Club Metronome 

188 Main St., Burlington 

9 p.m. 

$5 in advance, $8 day of the show 
Contact: 865-4563 


COMEDIAN BOB MARLEY 

Flynn MainStage at the Flynn Center 
153 Main St., Burlington 

8 p.m. 

$25.30 

Contact: 863-5966 


P-DAY 2007 
St. Michael’s College 


Contact: 654-2304 


BADFISH 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
8 p.m. 

$15 in advance or $18 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


THE GRIFT 

Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 
11 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


EVERYTHING EQUINE EXPO 
Champlain Valley Exposition 
105 Pearl St., Essex Junction 
10 a.m.- 9 p.m. 

$5 ; 

Contact: 878-5545 


GALLERY TOUR AT THE KASINI HOUSE 
Kasini House 
64 North St., Burlington 

Noon-1 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 264-4839 


MUSIC FOR MANKIND FEATURING 
KELLY MOORE & EMERALD DREAMS 
Elley-Long Music Center 





- IDAY/29 


CONCERT: ANCIENTS AND MODERNS 
McCarthy Arts Center 

4 p.m. 

Adults $18, seniors $15, students $12, 
SMC students Free 

Contact: 863-5966 


DANCE PERFORMANCE: HARD KNOCK 
LIFE 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

$12 in advance, or $15 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


GUITAR HERO Il TOURNAMENT 
Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
2 p.m. , 
Free admission 

$7 fee to compete 

Contact: 652-0777 


MI YARD REGGAE NIGHT 
Nectar’s 
188 Main St., Burlington 


- 10 p.m. 


Free 
Contact: 658-4771 


JIM’S HEAD 

Club Metronome 

188 Main St., Burlington 
6 p.m. 

$6 

Contact: 865-4563 


REDUCED SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
PRESENTS “COMPLETELY HOLLY- 
WOOD” : 
Flynn-MainStage at the Flynn Center 
153 Main St., Burlington 

7 p.m. 

$28 

Contact: 863-5966 


ORGAN RECITAL 

First Unitarian Universalist Meeting- 
house 

152 Pearl St., Burlington 

3 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 862-5630 


MONDAY/30 


THE LATHAM BAND ~ 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 
9 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


SOUTH BURLINGTON ART IN CITY CEN- 
TER PROGRAM 

First Floor Conference Room in City Hall 
575 Dorset St., South Burlington: 
6:30-9 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 846-4106 


TUESDAY/01 


BROTHER ALI 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
8:30 p.m. 

$12 in advance or $14 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


Brother Ali 


Brother Ali will perform at Higher Ground on Tuesday, May 1. 
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Baseball to remain _ St. Michael's sports action 
ae in the month of April 
: indep endent plies by Laura Ingest 


: Right: Junior 
Team withdrew from Northeast-10 — Kyle Gingras de 


livers a pitch on 
conference to avoid missing academics, | Thrsday, April 
19 against Ver- 
mont Tech. The 
team won 19-1. 
The team is now 


but has found great competition 


, as an independent 11-18. 


By Erin Blair 
Staff Writer 


Baseball is currently an in- 
dependent team at St. Michael’s, 
which is one of the great things 
about the team that attracts 
“many to playing the sport at a 
collegiate level. First-year Tim- 
othy Pilczak said. It also keeps 
‘players returning to the team 
every year. 

_ “The competition this year 
‘has been really good,” Pilezak 
‘said. “Definitely the best part of 
‘the team is the chemistry we all 
have.” 

__-  Pilezak also mentioned that 
the team’s trip to Florida en- 
abled them to have a lot of time 
to bond and work on team chem- 

‘istry. 

“It was really good to see 
how other teams in the country 
play their style of ball,” he said. 

Senior Associate athletic 
director Zaf Bludevich said that 
baseball’s: position as’an’inde- 
pendent team isn’t positive or 
negative. He said that new play- 
ers joining the team know com- 
ing in that the team is in. an inde- 
pendent league and that the team 
may have some limitations, but 
also good competition. 

_ “I think that the student- 

athletes who play baseball at 

SMC have a passion for the 
game more so than any of our 

other programs, because there is 

no post-season tournament that 
they can go to,” Bludevich said. 

; Head coach Seth Cole said 
| | are both pluses and mi- 

s to being an independent 
program. 

“Certainly a drawback 
is that we can’t compete for a 
Teague title or have a realistic 
| Shot of qualifying for post-sea- 

play,” Cole said. “However, 

now get to play who we want 
| to play, when we want to play 
them, and where we want to play 
Li 

__ The decision to not play in 

the Northeast-10 conference was 

an institutional decision based 
_0n a number of factors. Blude- 
vich said it was not a coach or 
| department decision, it was a St. 

Michael’s decision. 

__ The decision for the base- 

ball team to become an indepen- 

dent program following the 1998 

season was a mutual decision, 

made by the administration and 
polo, Cole said. 

St. Michael’s ‘President 
ire vanderHeyden petitioned 
NE-10 conference in 1997 





drawn from playing a confer- 
ence schedule, because of the 
extraordinary scheduling de- 
mands in that sport, Athletic 
Dirctor Geri Knortz said. 

“The schedule was requir- 
ing our team members to miss 
an exceptional number of class- 
es.” Gnortz said in an e-mail re- 
sponse. “Often leaving campus 
on a Friday morning and not re- 
turning until late Monday, with 
another mid-week game as well, 
essentially missing classes three 
‘days a week.” : 

As Cole explained, aca- 
demics were the major reasons 
for leaving the conference. 

“T recall the challenges that 
I faced as a freshman on the 
team in 1998 and how challeng- 
ing it was to succeed academi- 
cally,” Cole said. “It is nearly 
impossible to do so, and it sets 
our students up for failure.” 

Trying to fit in the required 
three 9-inning games against 


‘all’ conference members was |“ 


too much, Knortz said. Team 
officials requested to play just 
two 9-inning games instead of 
three on the weekends, but they 
were refused this request. With 
the exception of St. Michael’s, 


most of the participating NE-10° 


schools are within two hours of 
each other. 

Leaving the conference 
definitely seems to have made 
a difference in the lives of the 
students. 

“Tt hasn’t been too hard to 
balance school work and base- 
ball thus far,’ Pilczak said. 
“Sometimes you just have to 
do work on the bus, or get your 
work done during the day.” 

Due to this improvement, 
there are no concrete plans of 
returning to the NE-10 for base- 
ball, but is a topic of discussion 
at coaches’ meetings, Cole said. 

“In order for ‘us to return to 
the conference for baseball, the 
number of conference games 
would most likely have to be re- 
duced, to ensure that our play- 
ers were not missing too many 
classes,” he said. 

Cole does not think being 
an independent team is a major 
concern for most of the student- 
athletes that are recruited. 

“tT am very upfront with 
recruits about what our situa- 
tion is,” he said. “For the major- 
ity of our recruits, they simply 
want to chance to play collegiate 
baseball and receive a good edu- 
cation, which we can certainly 
promise them.” 





Above: Junior Kar- 
en Fitzgerald, de- 
fends a SNHU play- 
er while (from right) 
junior Julie Carey 


(20), junior Chris- 


tine Driscoll, senior 
Meg Rule (8) and ju- 
nior Amanda Soule 
look on. The team 
lost 13-10 to SNHU 
in the snow on Tues- 
day, April 10. 


Right: Junior Lind- 
sey Howland takes 
a pitch on Friday, 
April 20. The team 
lost to SNHU 8-1. 























Senior Cara Bednar uses her backhand Senior Meg Lagasse looks to make a shot during the team’s game 
to return a ball during her match against Tuesday, April 10 against SNHU. The team lost 13-10. 

SNHU on Wednesday, April 18. The team 

won 5-2. 


St. Michael’s to be with- 
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Women’s lacrosse 
[scHoon =| CCONFERENCE | 


Stonehill 8-0 14-0 
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By Meghan Louf 
Staff Writer 


The women’s lacrosse team closed out 
its regular season schedule with a win on 
Sunday, April 22 against New Haven 19- 
10. Overall, the season has had high and 
low points, senior captain Megan Lagasse 
said. 

Big wins this season came against St. 
Anselm, Southern Connecticut, Franklin 
Pierce, and American International, and 
have made the team strong competition 
like Bentley and New Haven. Coach Carla 
Hesler said the talent and dedication of the 
team has brought them a long way, and that 
they just keep getting better and better. 

“They really picked up their commu- 
nication on the field,” Hesler said. “They 
have less fouls than last year.” 

The morale of the team is strong and 
supportive. 

“We all get along really well,” junior 
Brynne Curran said. 

The team has a positive attitude on and 
off the field that is especially enforced by 
the influence of the coach, Lagasse said. 

“She’s always positive, win or lose 
as long as we hustle the entire time,” she 


said. cess on the field during games. 


Lagasse said there is a combination of 


_| Assumption 


Southern New Hampshire 
St. Michael's 
Stonehill 
St. Anselm 


American International + 
Franklin Pierce - : 
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This week’s home matches 
> Baseball: Monday, April 30 at 2:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. vs. 
Plattsburgh at Doc Jacobs Complex. 


> Softball: Doubleheaders Saturday, April 28 vs. Stonehill at 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m. and Sunday, April 29 vs. Bryant at 1 p.m. and 3 
p.m. at Doc Jacobs Complex. 


Curran said the team has depth on the 


_ playoffs. The players said they are 


bench, which helps keep the team ready 
for obstacles, like when junior Courtney 
Wakem injured her thumb. Wakem was 
out for several games, but first-year Sarah 
Landis managed to adapt to the position 
quickly, without much practice. 

“We have a really deep bench, which 
means players are versatile with their posi- 
tions and are willing to jump in for extra 
set of legs in a position they may not usu- 
ally play,” Curran said. 

However, even with positive attitude, 
the team suffered a few losses against 
teams it should have beaten. This includes, 
a loss against Merrimack, which Lagasse. 
said should have been an easy win. | 

“We have so much potential, but some- 
times we just don’t bring it to the field, and 
it gets frustrating,” Lagasse said. “We kind 
of dug ourselves a hole in the beginning. 
We came back in the second half unfortu- 
nately not enough.” 

As a senior, Lagasse has been team 
captain for the past two years, and said she 
is sad to move on but knows the team will 
Photo by Kristen Hartwell get better with more experience and new 
Senior Julianne Ireland goes for a loose ball against a New Haven player. St. Michael’s won 
19-10 on Sunday, April 22, which was also Senior Day to mark the seniors’ last home game. 


recruits. 

“You have to have confidence to play,” 
Lagasse said. “The freshman this year have 
gasse said. “If you don’t bring the right atti- confidence and just add that much more to’ 
“Obviously skill, but if you don’t have — tude we lose. You can feel it on the field.” 
things the team works on to achieve suc- _ the right attitude, skill means nothing,” La- 


the team.” 


Lacrosse 


Continued from Page 20 
on another challenge with the 


ready and excited. 

“We've got to just continue to 
play at the level we’ve been play- 
ing and we should be successful,” 
Boerma said. : 

Last year was the first year in 
the school’s history that the men’s - 
lacrosse team won the first round 
of the tournament, Boerma said. 
The team is ready to progress 
even more this year. 

“T think we have the team to 
do it,’ Zaremba said. 

Baghai said he wants to face - 
Bryant in the playoffs. The men 
lost to them 10-3 during the regu- 
lar season. He said he is eager for 
a rematch. 

“We didn’t play our best 
game,” Baghai said. “There’s a 
lot of stuff left over that we didn’t 
take care of.” 

Zaremba said it does not mat- 
ter who the team faces in the tour- 
nament. 

“We'll be fired up to play 
whoever we get,” he said. 

Borstell said tournament 
play will be more intense, but also 
holds more glory in the end. 

“We have higher expecta- 
tions for our team,” he said. “ 

Bednarz, with 10 goals for 
the season, said that level of play 
is instinctual. The success the 
team accumulated over the 2007 
season was from their sense of the 
game. 

“Don’t think,” Bednarz said. | 
“Let it happen.” 
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ATHLETE : WEEK 


| Junior | Lacrosse | Cape Elizabeth, Maine | Psychology 


Brynne Curran 


High school: Cape Elizabeth High School 

Started playing: Seventh grade. 

Why SMC: I liked the area. 

Favorite food: Chocolate chip pancakes. 

Pre-game rituals: “Banger Sisters” with Tina Face. 


Post-graduation plans: Take time off then go to grad school. 





Why chosen: Scored a team- 
high 46 goals this season, in- 
cluding nine goals this past 
weekend in games against 
Bentley and New Haven. 


Favorite memory: Last year’s Stonehill game. We took them to 
OT and they’ve never lost a conference game. 





> Women's ciosus: 2: Mee Paces 


NE-10 Weekly Honor Roll 
as of Monday, April 23 


oe > Men's lacrosse: Mark Agostinelli, Jeff Hannon, Greg Lazarus 


is Wom RA tennis: Cailie Burns (NE-10 Player of the Week), Liz Clemente 


ie Men's tennis: Sean eae 


Knight Moves 


The weekly recap of St. Michael’s sports 


& Junior Greg Lazarus netted five goals, 
including a hat trick in the second half, to 
lead the men’s lacrosse team (5-4, 4-1 
NE-10) to a 15-6 win against Merrimack 
College on Senior Day at Duffy Field at the 
Doc Jacobs Sports Complex. The Purple 
Knights outscored the Warriors 5-1 in the 
third quarter and out-shot Merrimack 44- 
17 in the victory. Junior Mark Agostinelli 
collected three goals and an assist for four 
points, while first-year Mike Bednarz and 
junior Mike Boerma each had three-point 
games with two goals and an assist apiece. 
First-year Brian DiPisa added a goal and an 
assist off the bench and junior Jeff Hannon 
earned his seventh win of the season with 
two saves. 


> Baseball (11-18) split its games against 
St. Lawrence University on Sunday, April 
22 on Doc Jacobs Field. In game one, the 
Saints cruised to an 11-1 victory versus 
the Purple Knights, and in game two, St. 
Michael’s pulled out a 3-2 win versus St. 
Lawrence. In the second game, first-year 
Mike Robert pitched a complete-game five- 
hitter, striking out five and walking just one, 
to help the Purple Knights salvage a split. 
Classmate Tim Pilczak snapped a one-all tie 
in the fourth inning with a two-run homer, 
while junior John Kunkel doubled to set up 
the Purple Knights’ first-inning run. Sopho- 
more Ryan Reather also doubled in game 
two. 


> Women’s tennis (14-7, 11-1 NE-10) 
senior Cailie Burns earned the F. Paul Bo- 
gan Memorial Sportsmanship Award as 
the Northeast-10 Conference named its 
women’s tennis All-Conference Teams on 
Sunday, April 22. Burns was also selected 
All-Conference Second Team in both singles 
and doubles. 


> Softball (18-10, 8-8 NE-10) lost a pair 
of games, 5-4 and 4-1, at UMass Lowell 
on Sunday, April 22. St. Michael’s slipped 
to 18-10 overall and 8-8 in the conference. 
In game two, junior Maggie Russell led the 
Purple Knights, hitting 3-for-4 while senior 
Meg Currier batted 2-for-4. Sophomore Ash- 
ley Harkins and Lindsay Howland each hit 


2-for-3. 


> The fifth-ranked men’s tennis team lost 
in the Northeast-10 semifinals 5-1 Thurs- 
day, April 19. In No. 3 Doubles, sophomore 
Sean Steigerwald and first-year Adam Brez- 
insky were the only victorious players for St. 
Michael's. 


> Women’s lacrosse (6-6, 5-4 NE-10) de- 
feated the University of New Haven, 19-10, 
on Senior Day at Duffy Field on Sunday, April 
22. Junior captain Amanda Soule led the 
way scoring five goals, while senior captains 
Megan Rule and Megan Lagasse netted 
four goals apiece and Rule also added three 
assists for a seven-point game. 


Statistics provided by Sports Information 


. 
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By Laura Tuveson 





A league of 
its own 


adies and gentlemen, grab 
Le beers, bats, and balls, 

and get ready for the most 
wonderful time of the year — in- 
tramural softball. 

The two-week extravaganza 
kicked off with great hype last 
weekend. All the baseball and 
softball has-beens broke out their 
old gloves, and dusted off their 
Louisville Sluggers, for a step 
back into the glory days on the 
baseball diamond. 

Last weekend, I was skiing 
Smuggler’s Notch in a blizzard 
which dumped about 14 inches on 
the slopes. This weekend, there 
were no blizzard conditions in 
sight. With highs reaching into 
the 70s, the place to be was the 
300s field. 

Competition is looking pretty 
good right now. The secret to hav- 
ing a good team, is having girls 
on the team that can actually hit 
the ball. Girls are obviously the 
weakness on the team, and the 
rules say there must be at least 
three girls playing at all times, 
also making appearances in the 
batting line-up. That’s when 
things go down hill. 

From my perspective, I think 
most girls who grew up playing 
softball were pretty awful. I’ll be 
honest, baseball is a much better 
sport. You can barely hit a softball 
beyond the infield half the time. 

To go yard in softball you 
only have to crank the ball 200 
yards over the fence, compared 
to baseball which averages about 
350 yards. 

Since the big steroids move- 
ment that has occurred in Major 
League Baseball over the past 
decade, it seems like the strategy 
in baseball is to hit homeruns in 
order to win the game. With all 
these juiced-up players, Ameri- 
ca’s favorite pastime has grown 
into a daily homerun derby. 

Obviously I’m a Red Sox fan, 
but seriously, without Manny and 
Big Papi hitting over the Green 
Monster on a daily basis, the Red 
Sox would have nothing — except 
for a nice pitching staff with aces 
Schilling and Dice-K. 

Softball on the other hand, 
sticks to the roots of baseball. It 
is, in fact, a game of skill. Not ev- 
eryone can hop into a position and 
become Joe All-star over night. It 
takes years of practice to become 
flawless, without any infield 
grounders going right through the 
wickets. Sure it looks easy when 
the shortstop fires a ball over to 
first, but it can be pretty hard to 
get that play down right. 


I think it was completely 
noticeable this past weekend. 
Guys that once played varsity 
high school baseball are whip- 
ping balls around the field to girls 
standing around that are most 
likely wearing their glove on the 
wrong hand. 

Girls just aren’t as good as 
guys, and yes, I’m a girl so I can 
say that and no one can really get 
fired up. As a member of the me- 
dia, it’s my job to report the truth. 
And sometimes the truth hurts, 
but someone’s got to tell it how it 
is every once in a while. 

I guess what happens during 
intramural softball here at St. Mi- 
chael’s is the two sports collide. 
Guys are good at baseball, and 
girls are good at softball when it’s 
two separate games. But when it 
all comes together, the guys dom- 
inate. Guys bring the guns and 
can hit the ball practically across 
the entire 300s field, but girls also 
bring back the art of the sport 
— bunting. 

According to intramural 
rules, bunting is not allowed. It 
would be like a “get-out-of-jail- 
free card” for every girl in the line- 
up. Granted the suicide squeeze is 
genius, and in softball games it’s 
sometimes the go-ahead run for a 
team. That’s why I like softball. 
Softball players know how to win 
using their minds, rather than re- 
lying on steroids to get homeruns 
like baseball players do to win 
games. 

A suicide squeeze, for all 
of you that don’t know, is when 
a player up to bat, bunts the ball 
down the third base line. When 
the pitcher releases the pitch, 
the runner on third takes off for 
home. If the bunt and runner are 
timed perfectly, it’s one of the 
sneakiest ways to get a run across 
the plate. 

I haven’t seen a_ suicide 
squeeze in the MLB in my life 
time But it’s one of the most im- 
portant plays in softball. That’s 
why I loved playing softball. It 
all comes down to perfect tim- 
ing with every play. Every play 
can change the game, and it takes 
multiple players to make it hap- 
pen. It’s not about one effortless 
swing at the plate to sail the ball 
over the fence and win the game 
like baseball. 

If you’re not on an intramu- 
ral team and you didn’t check out 


the action last weekend, be on the .. : 


lookout this weekend. There will 
be games all day Sunday in the 
wake of P-Day. Bring your green 
hat. 
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Tough competition prepares lacrosse for playoffs 


By Kristen Fiocco 
Staff Writer 


The men’s lacrosse team: had a fully- 
loaded season this year, playing nationally 
ranked teams such at New York Institute of 
Technology, Molloy, and Le Moyne. 

The Purple Knights have been receiy- 
ing votes in the National Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association’s Division Il Men’s 
Lacrosse Ranking poll. The intensity will 
continue in the Northeast-10 playoffs start- 
ing Tuesday, May 1. 

During spring break, the men traveled 
to Long Island to compete against NYIT on 
Sunday, March 11. NYIT was undefeated 
and ranked first in the East Coast confer- 
ence. Junior Mike Boerma said the game in 
Long Island was one of his favorites. 

“It was a really close, exciting game,” 
Boerma said. 

The Knights lost by one goal and 
scored with 43 seconds left in the game. 
The final score was 10-9. 

“NYIT was the best,” first-year James 
Baghai said. “Even though we lost, no one 
expected us to do as well as we did.” 

Sophomore Bryan Zaremba agreed 
with Baghai. 

“T thought it showed we were up there 
with the top teams,” he said. 

The team was recently upset by Le 
Moyne on Saturday, April 14, losing 14-3. 
Zaremba said the Knights had a slow start 
that game. 

“Le Moyne was definitely a tough 
one,” Boerma said. “We didn’t come out 
with a loss of heart.” 

Playing such a high-ranked team got 
the team panicked and nervous, he said. 





First-year Mike Bednarz described Le 
Moyne as unselfish on the field. He said 
their chemistry was exceptional. 

“They’re the best team we’ve played 
so far,” he said. 


First-year Jeff Borstell said that this 
season was more demanding because of 
the nationally ranked teams they’ve played 
such as Molloy and NYIT. Zaremba said 
the team’s record this year was not as im- 





Photo by Laura Tuveson 
Junior Mark Agostinelli moves in on the goalie while Bryan Zaremba (16) waits for the pass. The team won 15-6 against Merrimack on Sat- 
urday, April 21. The team plays its final regular season game on Saturday, April 28 at Domincan College. 


pressive as last year because of it. 
“Watching better players makes you 

pick up on new techniques,” Borstell said. 
At the end of the month, the men take 


See PLAYOFFS, Page 18 


Roberge pitches consistency on the mound 


Senior captain Meggan Roberge boasts a 0.64 ERA, and credits her career success to coaching 


By Scott Greenan 
Staff Writer 


The softball team began the season at 
its peak at 10-2 before spring break and is 
now 16-4. The team owes a good deal of its 
success to the accomplishments of senior 
captain Meggan Roberge. 

Roberge is stated to be one of the best 
pitchers in the Northeast-10 conference. 
She’s currently 12-4, pitching 111 innings 
so far this season and allowing just 10 
earned runs, giving her a 0.64 ERA. 

Roberge began pitching at 11 with 
her coach, Ralph Halbach. Halbach is the 
assistant coach at St. Michael’s. Roberge 
wasn’t always a pitcher. She began as a 
catcher and played through a series of other 
positions. 

“As I got more into pitching I real- 
ized that I would have to dedicate all of my 
time to pitching if I wanted to be good,” 
Roberge said. 

Ralph Halbach, assistant coach at St. 
Michael’s recalled his past experience with 
Roberge. 

“She came to me when she was in 
the sixth grade. She was the typical wild 
thrower and I remember her dad wondered 
why she wanted to do this,” Halbach said. 
“After a few sessions she started to show 
real promise as she was able hit the radar 
gun with some good velocity.” 

By the time she was in eighth grade 
she was throwing over 50 mph and was 
striking out everyone,” he said. 

Halbach said during Roberge’s high 
school years they worked on the skills 
pitches. She perfected pitches like drop, 
curve, change-up, and rise balls. 


“They say that a pitching coach is 
lucky to find one outstanding player dur- 
ing their careers and I think Meggan is my 
special student,” Halbach said. “We have 
been together for a long time and one of 
the things that I really respect about her is 
that she is consistently kind and con- 
siderate.” 

Roberge stated that her high 
school team had a good amount of 
success. 

“The best part of softball 
in high school was the relation- 
ship I had with my coaches” 
Roberge said. 

“The two coaches I. had 
became like second fathers. to 
me and I learned more than just 
softball from them,” she said. 
But it was the “behind-the-scenes 
work,” the practices with her fa- 
ther that got her ready for college 
softball. 

As a graduating senior this 
year, Roberge and her team look 
back at the years at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

“My freshman year was the 
first time St. Mike’s softball had 
double-digit wins in a season,” 
Roberge said. “The team was one 
of the closest I have ever been 
on.” 

“In terms of success, 
sophomore year was the best for 
both the team and myself,’ Roberge said. 
“We made playoffs for the first time in St. 
Mike’s history.” 

Roberge particularly mentions one 
game against Le Moyne in the second 

























round of the playoffs sophomore year. She 
said that it was the best game of that sea- 
son. 
“We proved to a lot of people that day 
that our program can be successful” she 
said. 

She recalls last season as be- 
ing not as good as the year be- 
fore. 

“Going into this year we 
were picked to finish 10th out of 16 
teams so that kind of set a fire un- 
der us and so far it has worked!” 


“The two coaches I had 

- became like second 
fathers to me and I 

learned more than just 


softball from them.” 


Meggan Roberge, 
senior pitcher 


Since her first year at 
St. Michael’s, Roberge 
said she has changed in 
many different ways. 

“As a pitcher I have 
developed my pitches more fully so that I 
have confidence to throw that at different 
points in the count,” she said. “Yet, the big- 
ger change is the progress I have made in 
becoming a real leader. I want to be the one 
on the team that everyone knows they can 
go to.” 


Kerri O’Connell is a junior this year 
and a catcher for the team. O’Connell has a 
point of view unlike anyone else, the other 
end of Roberge’s pitches. - 

“Roberge’s style is something unique. 
I have not seen another pitcher like her,” 
O’Connell said. 

“] think that what sets her apart from 
other pitchers is her determination and fo- 
cus,” O’Connell said. “In a game, nothing 
appears to rattle her and she has her amaz- 
ing ability to come through in all kinds of 
tight situations.” 

“Being on the receiving end is very 
entertaining. A lot of batters are not will- 
ing to give her the credit right away, and it 
is great to see them struggle to figure out 
how to hit off of her,’ O’Connell said. 

Roberge’s specialty pitches revolve 
around her rise-ball and her change-up, she 
said. 

“Her change up is great; really throws 
off the batters,” O’Connell said. 

“Tt is her rise-ball that sets her apart 
from other people though,” O’Connell said. 
“She can throw it in different ways, some- 
times higher, sometimes lower, to keep the 
batter from getting a real handle on her.” 

A large amount of a pitcher’s abilities 
lie in the communication with the catcher. | 
“There is no one else that I have more fun 
at practice with than her,” O’Connell said. 
“We know how to talk to each other, what 
the other does or does not want to hear. But 
with Roberge, it is no work.” 

“Even when we are going full tilt, 
something will happen and Roberge is al- 
ways ready to laugh with me, or at me, if 
the situation warrants it” she said. 





